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NO DENYING 
THE,TRUTH 


The David Irving trial in London 
presented one of the most emotive 
subjects to be heard in a London 


courtroom. With the Holocaust as the 
central issue of contention, it became 
more than just a libel trial. It was 
about truth, reason and history. 
Holocaust Denial contains an in-depth look 
at the man who claims that the Holocaust, 
as we understand it, did not happen. This 
new publication from Searchlight analyses 
the life of David Irving, the evidence that was 
presented in court, and the consequences of 
the verdict. 











The Irving trial and international revisionism 
Edited by Kate Taylor 
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Editorial 


SHAME! The decision by Home Secretary Jack Straw, 
| Liberal Democrat Sue Slipman and prominent journal- 
ist Melanie Phillips to debate “the underclass” with 
Charles Murray was quite deplorable. While they have 
all publicly distanced themselves from Murray’s views, 
their very presence gave them a level of credibility they 
do not deserve. Murray is motivated by more than the 
issue of race, and the revelation that he burnt a cross in 
the sixties is revealing. That he claims to have not known 
the significance of his action at the time only adds insult 
to injury. 
| While few politicians of any party will publicly 
endorse eugenics, its ideas are increasingly seeping into 
the political arena. In the United States the ideas of 
_ Charles Murray have had a major impact on social and 
welfare policy. Only last year Searchlight reported on a 
_ $400 million federal project to discover the gene for 
crime; research that uses children as young as nine, who 
are predominantly black, as human guinea pigs. 
| Slowly but surely these ideas are coming across the 














nomic inequality. For many, it is all too appealing to por- 
tray the victim as the cause. Only weeks before the 
Home Secretary sat down for his debate with Charles 
Murray, the US academic was holding court with Ann 


time, Arthur Jenson and Jared Taylor, two exponents of 
| racial eugenics, have addressed meetings in the House 
of Lords. 


insidious publication Right Now!, will only be embold- 
ened by news of the debate. 


Thank You. This month Searchlight celebrates its 300th 
edition as a monthly magazine, making it the world’s 
longest running anti-fascist publication. It was set up 
to expose and combat the National Front, which, in 
1975, was reaching its peak. During that time we have 
scored many successes against our opponents, but 
while the threat has changed it has not gone away. 
The vilification of Searchlight by almost the entire 
extreme right in this country is continuing testament to 
| the success of our work. However, it is work that would 
not have been possible without the help of hundreds of 
people who over the years have written, produced and 
provided information for the magazine. To all of you, 
the present editorial team gives a huge thank you. We 
now look forward to another 25 years. 





Atlantic as politicians seek an answer to social and eco- | 


Widdecombe, the Shadow Home Secretary. At the same | 


The small band of eugenicists in Britain, including the © 
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HARLES MURRAY is one of the leading exponents 

of the genetic inferiority of black people. At 

Church House, Great Smith Street on 9 May, Mr 
Straw joined Sue Slipman, a leading Liberal Democrat, 
and Melanie Phillips, a well known journalist, to debate 
the existence of the so-called “underclass” with one of 
the main proponents of academic justifications for 
racism, stigmatising the poor, and cutting welfare. 

While Murray cloaks his language in pseudo-scientific 
terms, he is in fact, a sociologist. He first achieved noto- 
riety with Losing Ground [1984], a book that conveyed 
his thesis that the “underclass” was a growing threat to 
society. 

“I do not mean people who are merely poor,” he 
wrote, “but people at the margins of society, unso- 
cialised and often violent. The chronic criminal is part of 
an underclass, especially the violent chronic criminal. 
So are the parents who mean well but who cannot pro- 
vide for themselves, who give nothing back to the neigh- 
bourhood and whose children are the despair of the 
teachers who have to deal with them.” 

A system of cost-benefit analysis is applied to the poor 
in a truly utilitarian manner. Those who do not give 
enough back to society are deemed to be beneath classi- 
fication and thus may need to be excluded. Murray’s lib- 
ertarian stance results in the view that for these people 
welfare is redundant and should be cut accordingly. 

The term “underclass” is highly pejorative. It stigma- 
tises the poor and implies that they exist outside main- 
stream society. Murray’s rendition of the poor as inher- 
ently problematic people permits only two logical con- 
clusions to be drawn. 

One solution is to cut welfare because it encourages 
unemployment and illegitimacy, as occurred in the US 
under Reagan. More sinisterly, some may pounce on his 
ideas to wean the disadvantaged out of society alto- 
gether. Draped in the language of disease, Murray 
ascribes a pathology of poverty to the “underclass”. 

In the US, Murray notes, this “underclass” is likely to 
be black. More than a decade ago, Murray transposed 
these ideas to Britain, brought over by the Sunday Times 
to see how far the disease and threat had spread. 

But if one was left in any doubt about his views with 
regard to ethnic minorities, the publication of The Bell 
Curve (1994) made it all too clear. 

The facts, according to The Bell Curve, are that the 
average IQ score for whites stands around 100. The aver- 
age black score, Murray claims, is about 85. The differ- 
ence is said to be much greater when Latinos are 
excluded from the white category. 

The Bell Curve claims to show that affirmative action 
in higher education has led to lower ability blacks and 
Latinos gaining admission at the expense of whites. 
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Right Now!, the extreme right-wing magazine operat- 
ing on the fringes of the Conservative Party, jumps on 
the ideas of The Bell Curve with relish: “Is it right that 
positive discrimination should have resulted in there 
being 6 times as many black doctors and teachers as can 
be justified by their IQs? Why are black women more 
likely to be on benefits and five times more likely to have 
illegitimate children than white women of similar IQ? 
Why, after controlling IQ, are blacks twice as likely to be 
involved in crimes?” Many prominent Tory MPs have 
been interviewed by, or have contributed to, Right Now! 
including John Redwood and Anne Widdecombe. 

For the racists at Right Now!, The Bell Curve “is possi- 
bly the most important reference book you will ever 
buy”. 

It is not difficult to see why racist groups such as the 
Ku Klux Klan or the British National Party revere Murray. 
The Bell Curve renders racism not as an irrational preju- 
dice but as natural. The view is that if blacks are over- 
represented among the poor, the indignant and the 
criminal, it is because their intelligence does not allow 
them to rise any higher in society. 

Randolph T Holhut, author of the essay, “Challenging 
the Racist Science of The Bell Curve” said, “It doesn’t take 
much examination... to conclude that it’s merely the lat- 
est instalment in over a century of prejudice trans- 
formed into faulty social science ... All this once again 
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proves the old saying that a lie can travel halfway around 
the world before the truth puts its boots on.” 

Under the Reagan and Bush administrations in the 
1980s, Murray’s thesis provided the justification for tar- 
geting and excluding the poor. For some right-wing 
politicians, this argument is becoming increasingly 
attractive. Now that Labour is increasingly trying to 
appeal to the middle class, Murray’s ideas seem to be 
finding a niche. Britain is now following the US exam- 
ple, seeking solutions from academics who have their 
own ideological axe to grind. 

Searchlight can reveal that in the 1960s, as the civil 
rights movement was emerging in the United States, 
Murray and his friends burnt a cross that they had 
assembled in his home town of Stanton, Iowa. 

Of the incident, Murray is quoted in the New York 
Times Magazine as saying that it was, “Incredibly, 
incredibly dumb”, but he denies that he was aware of its 
racial significance. For a man who proclaims to be a 
serious social scientist, it is mind-boggling to believe 
that the year before he entered Harvard University, he 
was so sociologically naive as to be unaware of the sig- 
nificance of that most potent expression of racial 
hatred, a burning cross. 

That the Sunday Times organised this “debate” 
between Murray and Straw is of little surprise. For years 
the paper has placed Murray on a pedestal, viewing his 
ideas as the solution to the country’s problems and fre- 
quently publishing his work. 

Announcing the conference, a Sunday Times editorial 
proclaimed that, “Murray will debate the underclass 
with the home secretary. His findings will be disturbing 
to everybody living in Britain’. And they should be dis- 
turbing. But not for the reasons that the Sunday Times 
proclaims in its dystopian vision of British society. 

According to its editorial: “Not only does a sizable 
underclass exist but, even in a period of rising prosper- 
ity, it is growing”. We are seeing, in the words of Murray, 
“the growth of a class of violent, unsocialised people 
who, if they become sufficiently numerous, will funda- 
mentally degrade the life of that society”. 

The Sunday Times looks to the US example for inspi- 
ration: “The New Deal and working families’ tax credit 
may be well meaning, but are aimed at the law-abiding, 
not the unsocialised underclass. America has a better 
record at dealing with this hard core through better-tar- 
geted welfare reform programmes. It is time Britain did 
so too, before it is too late.” 

The Sunday Times also pounced upon Murray’s ideas 
to blame the poor for their own position. Fred Barras, 
the burglar who was shot in the back by the Norfolk 
farmer Tony Martin, was taken to be a member of this 
so-called “underclass”. Martin was thus freed from 
responsibility for having killed him. Some journalists 


were indeed celebrating the death of a 16-year-old boy 
on account of his poor background and because he was 
of Romany extraction. 

This is how unpalatably the mainstream media have 
seized upon Murray’s thesis. It affords them the ammu- 
nition they so desire to attack those who cannot fight 
back. That mainstream figures of authority, such as the 
Home Secretary, Ms Slipman and Ms Phillips, are pre- 
pared to share a platform with an academic racist who 
justifies social exclusion and poverty is a disgrace. It is 
also a glaring indictment of the state of the Labour Party 
in Britain. It is not so much that this event highlights 
anything new about academic racists and pseudo sci- 
entists. The point is that the Labour Party is now pre- 
pared to listen to them in its bid to capture Middle 
England. 

Would these people debate with David Irving about 
the Holocaust or with the British National Party about 
race? Almost certainly they would not. Yet they are con- 
tent to lend Murray and his ilk credibility. He is given 
the dignity of appearing as the legitimate “other side” to 
the debate. 

After the meeting, a journalist from the Independent 
asked Murray whether he would accept that infanticide, 
common in historical societies that accorded a strong 
stigma to illegitimacy, would be an acceptable conse- 
quence of his ideas. He replied that if the number of 
deaths were relatively small, while the number of stable, 
nurturing families achieved were relatively high and 
poverty and crime fell, that would be an acceptable 
trade-off. 

A study by two academics at Stanford University, pub- 
lished last year, contains similar resonances. Donahue 
and Levitt suggested that reduced crimes rates in the 
1990s were directly linked with an increase in abortion 
following its legalisation in 1973. Those children who 
were most likely to be criminals — ethnic minorities and 
the poor —- had been aborted. 

It is simplistic correlations such as these that can lead 
to dangerous ideas, particularly when establishment 
politicians view the likes of Murray as respectable aca- 
demics. Before the meeting, Searchlight had called on 
the participants to withdraw for this very reason. 

Mr Straw remained unrepentant: “I deplore many of 
the views Mr Murray has espoused but I also believe in 
argument and his ideas need to be engaged and chal- 
lenged. My opposition to racism and profound commit- 
ment to a multicultural society is unequivocal.” 

Ms Phillips said, “Personally, I reject Murray's argu- 
ments about the links between race and IQ ... However, 
this is not the subject of the debate.” 

She added, “I also think banning free expression is 
something that should only be used in really extreme 
circumstances, when someone poses a direct threat of 
violence... Banning or proscribing an individual 
because what they say is unpalatable is an approach 
that really was associated with the Nazis.” 

But this was not about banning an individual or 
silencing him. It was about not giving him a public plat- 
form. When someone is preaching that blacks are 
genetically inferior, or that the poor deserve to be stig- 
matised then there can be no debate. They must not be 
granted that credibility. 

Murray’s work exists as a justification for inequality, 
social hierarchy, poverty and racism. And he does not 
bide his words about his vision for the future. For 
Murray, inequality is best left alone; it is inherent and 
natural, and thus nothing can be done to help those 
who are in the greatest need of help: “The effects of 
inequality cannot be significantly reduced, let alone 
quelled, unless the government embarks on a compul- 
sory redistribution of wealth ... Some will call this social 
justice. Others will call it tyranny. I side with the latter ... 
it is time to stop pretending that ... human beings in a 
fair and prosperous society will ever be much more 
equal than they are now.” 
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and London Mayoral elections. Both the 

Conservative Party and the British National Party 
openly exploited the racial hysteria generated by the 
media in recent months, proving once again that the race 
card is a vote winner in Britain. 

The highlight of the BNP campaign was the 47,670 
votes the party secured in the party list section of the 
London Assembly election. At 2.87% the party not only 
retained its deposit but more than doubled the vote it 
obtained in last year’s European election. 

The BNP achieved its highest vote in City & East, where 
it polled 7.1%, almost 12% of the white vote, assuming 
equal turnout in all communities. Two other strong votes 
came in Bexley & Bromley in south London and Havering 
& Redbridge in East London. 

Outside London Steve Edwards achieved the party’s 
highest vote, securing 23.7% in Tipton Green, Sandwell. 
As reported last month in Searchlight, Edwards not only 
had to contend with the sitting Labour councillor but 
also a strong local Conservative Party. While Edwards 
increased his vote by over 30% on last year, the Labour 
vote held firm, as did the Conservatives. 

In the neighbouring borough of Dudley, Simon Darby, 
the BNP Internet chief, took 16% of the vote in one ward, 
up from the 9% he got last year. Increases were seen 
largely across the board, with surprisingly good results in 
Stoke, Broxbourne and Oldham. 

In Burnley the BNP gained 21% in one ward, an area it 
has not contested for some time. However, it must be 
stressed that the BNP vote was undoubtedly assisted by 
the absence of the words BNP on the ballot paper. This 
was not some Machiavellian plot to get selected unno- 
ticed, but simply the absentmindedness of the candi- 
dates themselves who forgot to put the party name 
down. 

The BNP, unsurprisingly, has taken heart from these 
elections. It was equally pleased to have beaten the UK 
Independence Party in London, which last year secured 
over 100,000 votes in the capital compared to the 18,000 
the BNP received. 

While the BNP is justified in being pleased with the 
results, it is important to keep a sense of perspective. It is 
still too early to compare today’s BNP with the success 
achieved by the National Front in the mid to late seven- 
ties. Then, the NF stood literally hundreds of candidates, 
over 400 in 1977, passing the 10% mark in numerous 
wards across the country, with 19% gained in Leicester 
and 12% in Bradford. With a degree of justification the NF 
argued that it was vying with the Liberals to be Britain's 
third political party, at least in many urban areas. 

The BNP which stood 17 candidates outside London, 
not only faces the Liberal Democrats, but, as was shown 
in London, a strong Green Party. Indeed, the Liberal 
Democrats have clearly positioned themselves as the 
main alternative in many Labour strongholds. There is, in 
fact, a strong correlation between the urban areas where 
the Liberal Democrats have been most successful — 
Sheffield, Liverpool and Bradford - and those where the 
BNP is weak. 

That it could only muster 17 candidates across the 
country, excluding London, says something about the 
weak state of the organisation. While the BNP will claim 
that it concentrated its resources in London, the reality is 
that the BNP is a paper organisation in the vast majority 
of the country. Though it claims 88 units, only 23 are 


Re EMERGED the victor in last month’s local 


Racism the victor reports Nick Lowles 


actual branches and even some of these do very little. Its 
recent annual rally attracted fewer than 300 followers. 

One should also not forget that fewer than 30% of peo- 
ple voted in the local elections. With the BNP working the 
areas hard, and its support more likely to turn out, its 
results are exaggerated. 

Similarly, it must be remembered that the UKIP, like 
the BNP is a single issue party, in its case Europe. The fall 
in votes for the UKIP now threatened by internal infight- 
ing, is therefore unsurprising, except it seems for the BNP. 

If one thing is emerging from recent polls, it is that 
people are voting more tactically, breaking old alle- 
giances and supporting different parties at different elec- 
tions. Indeed, at least 30% of those who voted for the BNP 
in the party list section of the London Assembly election 
did not vote for the BNP mayoral candidate. 

The election results dispelled the Middle England 
myth that the BNP has peddled for three years. While sec- 
tions of the media have fallen over themselves to analyse 
and feature the BNP’s policies on farming and the coun- 
tryside, the results clearly illustrate how the BNP’s 
strength lies among traditional working class Labour 
supporters. Like the NF before, the BNP is benefiting 
from increasing disillusionment in Labour's heartlands. 

The results also demonstrate that despite BNP 
attempts to broaden its appeal, it gets its support on the 
issues of race and immigration. Hence, with the wild hys- 
teria being whipped up in the media and exploited by the 
Conservatives, it is no great surprise that the BNP reaped 
some rewards. As Nick Griffin admitted: 

“And while William Hague’s recent outbursts on asy- 
lum seekers have undoubtedly reassured some elderly 
Middle Englanders that there is still a place for them in 
the Tory party, it is clear that his comments have helped 
greatly to legitimise what is spuriously termed ‘racism’ in 
the eyes of large numbers of working class ex-Labourites 
who still wouldn't dream of voting Conservatives, but 
who are increasingly ready to back us.” 

According to research conducted by one organisation 
in the days leading up to election day, 14% of voters 
claimed asylum seekers were their most important con- 
cern. Although this is not enough to win a national elec- 
tion for the Conservatives, it represents a major boost for 
a party the size of the BNP. 

However, while the BNP gains in the short-term from 
the current political climate, its reliance on a single issue 
makes it susceptible to being gazumped by larger politi- 
cal parties. Just as Thatcher spoke of understanding 
those who feared being swamped by an alien culture, so 
the present-day Conservative Party has played the race 
card. While Hague spoke of Britain being “flooded”, many 
of his candidates went even further, with wildly inaccu- 
rate and quite inflammatory material. 

Although many more moderate Conservatives felt 
uneasy at this use of language and have promised to 
restrain the leadership in the future, the awful truth is 
that this racism has a resonance among many voters. 
With the Conservatives requiring a quite phenomenal 
change in political fortunes, one cannot rule out the fur- 
ther use of race as a political tool. While that will benefit 
the Conservatives among its traditional supporters, it will 
further legitimise the BNP in Labour areas. 

The BNP election results should not be exaggerated, 
but must serve as a warning for the future. If the BNP can 
achieve these results on its current organisational level, 
what will it achieve if it finally gets its act together? 
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ist and 2nd preference votes for BNP candidate Michael Newland Party List 
Constituency Ast (%) 2nd (%) Top Up Vote 
Barnet & Camden (ast (4) 2,285 (24) Dee GG eae 
Bexley & Bromley 3,785 (2.6) 5,569 (4.6) 5,060 (3.6) a 
Brent & Harrow el 3625-03) - 2,02 (2.3) 1955 (19) 
City & East 5,081 (4.5) 4839 St Piss ae Ce 
Croydon & Sutton Piers) GS) 3,686) 16:5) 3 206mn(2:6) 
Ealing & Hillingdon 2,679 (2.1) 3,700 _ (3.6) 3292761) 
Enfield & Haringey 1,967 (2.1) 2,784 (2.9) 1. DORA (8.5) 
Greenwich & Lewisham 2,562 (2.5) 2,987 (3.4) VES AS(E(S75) SS 
Havering & Redbridge 3,938 (3.4) 5,231 Sis) 5,170 -_ (4.6) coc 
Lambeth & Southwark 1,572 (1.4) 2,0505 29) 2,412, (2:3) 
Merton & Wandsworth 1,468 (1.2) 2,259 2 2 Ae6.c (1.9). 
North East 2,454 (1.9) 3,078 (2.8) 3,545 (2, ass. 
South West 1,862 ° Gee 2,977 _ (2.4) 3523625) EO) T & 
West Central 999 (0.9) TG On ae2-0) O2iaae (4) 
Total: 33,569 (2.0) 45,337 (3.2) 47,670 (2.8) 
Local Elections 
Council Ward Candidate Party Vote % 
Birmingham —_ Kings Norton Jeff Astbury BNP 186 =§_ 4.6 
Broxbourne Chestnut North ==—- Ramon Jones BNP tid! Bert et 
— — Chestnut Central John Cope BNP ss 7.04 
Burnley — Fulledge Simon Bennett == BNP 178 21.52 
' - Gawthorpe — John Kenyon BNP 109 5.09 ihe’ 
Calderdale Todmorden — Chris Jackson _ BNP 86 3.99 
Dudley Castle & Priory Simon Darby __ BNP» 208 16.05 
Herefordshire Bromyard & Winslow — John Haycock BNP” UNCONTESTED 
(CC) Bromyard == John Haycock _ BNP ere 2.65 
6 te (CC) Bromyard... Tracie Patton BNP. i= i388 1.42 
Hertfordshire (CC) Cuffley Parish Brent Cheetham _TWay aiden | 2 BOuAd. 
(CC) Cuffley District Brent Cheetham __ TWay 298 21.87 aii 
Leeds South Morley Mark Dodd BNP 298 = ens Sacel pe 
Medway Twydall : Matthew Gould NF 44 PavchSy * 
Hoo St Werburgh Lee Barnes EFP 124 4.30 a 
Oldham: Hollinwood William Lockett BNP 229 9.72 
Alexander — Robert Anderson IND 333 14.94 isa A 
Rugeley -— Western Springs _ Neal Phillips BNP 84 7.02 
Sandwell Tipton Green Stephen Edwards _BNP_ 781 aie 
Great Bridge Michael Barry NF 150 9.75 
Stoke Fenton Green Steve Batkin BNP 159 9.30 
Sunderland Hendon David Guynan BNP 82 3.30 
Thornley Close Joseph Dobbie BNP 104 7.80 
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Refugee realities 


Ewa Burza talks to asylum seekers in Kent 


home, demanding money; they start smashing 

up your belongings, ransacking your rooms and 
in the process force you and your family to watch as 
they beat and kidnap your father and uncle. A mass 
bombing campaign ensues, literally forcing you under- 
ground and turning you into’a moving target. Thirty 
years of escalating ethnic tension built on a century of 
political turbulence swell into the declaration of war in 
your home country. Everyone is a potential enemy or 
suspect. 

Cousins Duni and Afrim escaped this situation in 
Kosovo, similar to that in other war-torn parts of the 
globe. Aged 20 and 23 respectively, they currently 
reside in a reception centre just outside Ashford. I have 
been on the phone all day with the centre’s coordinator, 
Billy, arranging a time to meet. When he picks me up at 
Ashford station, he reminds me again not to mention 
the name of the centre for fear of reprisals. 

As we cruise the back streets for a suitable interview 
location. Billy explains that the centre has been packed 
with new people seeking advice. “The press have been 
round too as usual.” I shrink a little at my own com- 
plicity in the media circus that has occupied the region 
for the past few months. Earlier, at the local drop-in 
centre, I was told by a weary-eyed reverend, “You name 
it, we’ve had them, Swedish, German, Spanish, 
Japanese, French, they’ve all come down looking for 
refugees. All the papers — it’s been quite phenomenal.” 
A Kent Refugee Action Network organiser agrees. “The 
phone never stops ringing.” 

Given this “flood” of media snooping, I am not sur- 
prised at the caution of those on the front line, the asy- 
lum seekers and those defending their rights. I am 
courting “the enemy’ in an area that has seen the worst 
violence between refugees and local people in Britain: 
several National Front marches, virulent articles in the 
local press (Nick Hudson, editor of the Dover Express, 


Pi. this: armed terrorists burst into your 


was berated by the Commission for Racial Equality and 
local police for his racist articles and infamous asser- 
tion that refugees were “a human stream of filth”), as 
well as numerous breaches of trust inflicted by national 
papers, including the Daily Mail, which published the 
names, location and photographs of a family of 
refugees, despite their pleas for anonymity. Their win- 
dows were smashed five days later. 

Passing a peaceful-looking pub down a leafy side 
street. I ask Afrim and Duni if they would like to con- 
duct the interview there. Afrim shakes his head hur- 
riedly, “No, no pubs. Trouble.” Eventually we end up in 
the neutral location of a Tesco flanked by the motor- 
way. Sitting at the sticky, varnished tables of the self- 
service café, Afrim explains his and Duni’s predica- 
ment. Duni is mostly quiet, too shy to speak due to his 
poor English. “Before the war we had a good life. I was 
studying economics, Duni was studying mechanics. 
My family had a small shop, we were OK. Then the war 
started. It still hasn't ended now. There is no freedom. 
You don't know who will shoot at you, the police, the 
soldiers, the KLA, you don’t know. We would like to go 
back but at the moment there is too much trouble.” 
Duni agrees. “I think our future has died. We don’t have 
peace. We don't have nothing.” 

The bungled Nato bomb blitz consolidated the eth- 
nic tension in the region. Recently a Pentagon analyst 
interviewed in The Independent bluntly admitted, “The 
original idea in Kosovo was to go after small mobile 
Serbian army units. In fact, we only hit 26 of their tanks 
and mobile artillery pieces in Kosovo, so we went after 
the civilian army in Serbia instead. We attacked facto- 
ries and put people out of work.” A movement of 
refugees was inevitable. Afrim and Duni’s family were 
expelled from their town and their home destroyed; 
their fathers were both kidnapped by the KLA last year. 
No one has seen nor heard of them since. 

On arriving in the UK, Afrim and Duni were taken to 
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a detention centre and held for four days without being 
told their rights or even what to expect. “Some say you 
can stay, others say no, you must go. We were very con- 
fused.” Their experience is typical. Conditions such as 
those at the notorious Campsfield Detention Centre 
near Cambridge prevail; a double ring of six metre high 
barbed wire fences, video cameras recording all activity 
inside, all visitors searched, and worst of all no infor- 
mation, legal advice or interpreters to inform detainees 
of their situation. 

Mircia Slavo, the Romanian human rights cam- 
paigner and asylum seeker, to whom I spoke in 
London, was incarcerated in Campsfield. “It is the psy- 
chological trauma of the situation that is the worst. 
Being kept a prisoner. Not knowing what will happen to 
you.” Mircia, who is in his mid thirties, had to leave 
Romania after being persecuted for helping a man who 
had been beaten and tortured by the police. Romania 
has an inflation rate of 43%, 60% unemployment in 
some areas and an economy spiralling out of control. 
All criticism of the government is stringently sup- 
pressed through catch-all constitutional legislation 
and police “initiative”. “I had been coming here for 
nearly ten years with my work but when I got to the air- 
port and applied for asylum I was told by immigration 
officers, ‘you're like all Romanians, you just come here 
for the money’. When I complained that they had no 
right to pass judgment on me like this, they took me 
away and put me in Campsfield for a month. You 
shouldn't be taken there unless your asylum claim has 
been denied. I was used to this intimidation living in 
Romania but I didn’t expect it from England.” Mircia is 
hopeful for the future though, as under the European 
Union association agreement he is permitted to start 
his own business. “I don’t want to have to rely on the 
state,” he says, “I want to be independent”. 

Afrim and Duni on the other hand have been living 
in their local support centre for nine months now, 
working there as cleaners for the last two. They try to 
scrape together enough money to send to their family. 


“My mother say - ‘send me a photo of you’,” says Afrim. 


“But I think, no, I can’t, I am just 40 kilos. I am so thin 
now.” Clichéd as it sounds, the two look older than 
their years. A social life outside the centre is problem- 
atic given the local hostility. “We have been here nine 
months and we have no friends. When we walk down 
the street we look straight ahead. We'd like to go to the 






















































































































































































































































































































































































pub but we can’t. We must stay home because we fear 
the fighting. One Kosovan boy, he come up here from 
London and said to us he wanted to go to a disco in 
Dover tonight, but we tell him, don't go, they fight with 
you, but he went. He came back with blood all over 
him.” He shrugs with a resigned “that’s how it is” 
acceptance. 

Refugees are reluctant to report hate crimes. Horror 
stories of police prosecuting the victim rather than the 
perpetrator, the language barrier and the consensus 
that “if you go to the police, they won't trust you” all 
combine to deter refugees from reporting attacks. I ask 
them what they wish people to understand about their 
situation. Duni is blank while Afrim shrugs before 
laughing, “You don’t have to come and kiss us but just 
don't say ‘f*** off’. Cars come up to us and and people 
stick up two fingers and shout ‘f*** off’ and then drive 
away. They spit on us. We like to be the same, like you, 
but they hate us. Sometimes I look at myself in the mir- 
ror and I start to hate myself. I think, is it me? Everyone 
just looks at us all the time, it’s terrible.” Visually con- 
spicuous, Afrim reiterates the discomfort he feels at 
being the object of a seemingly constant, hostile, con- 
trolling gaze that follows him wherever he goes. “Every 
time we go out, people stare. If they see us with the 
vouchers, they give us this look. This woman, if you 
could just see her face, this face, it is terrible, I like to 
cry when I see her.” 

Refugee groups and charities alike predicted that the 
voucher system would single out refugees for abuse 
and scorn. The system denies users any change and 
can only be used in big supermarkets. Continuing in a 
jokey spirit, Afrim recalls a baffling abusive phone call 
he received recently from a girl. “I don’t know how she 
got my number but she just yell at me, ‘what you doing 
here, f*** off,’ so I joke to her, ‘hey, what the English sol- 
dier doing in Kosovo?’ She was so stupid, she didn't 
even know why they were there.” 

Perhaps it is the myopia and memory loss of the 
mainstream media and the local lie-whipped gossip 
that combine to stave off the truth about refugees. The 
latest stream of filth has spouted from the pen of Sheila 
Farrell, a middle-aged bus driver who has been widely 
interviewed by the media, even appearing on the tele- 
vision programme Kilroy. Her well circulated leaflet, 
“33 Reasons why refugees should be sent back’, is a 
shabby illiterate tirade of lies, produced on the basis of 
hearsay. She refers to incidents such as the closure of 
Marks and Spencer's in Dover for an afternoon “due to 
a flood of asylum seekers robbing the place”. The man- 
ager of the store confirmed that “the incident” had “not 
a word of truth in it, not a word”. 

Up against the misinformation and violence in the 
region is Dover Residents Against Racism, an organisa- 
tion of concerned community members, support 
workers and the local clergy. Member and teacher 
Patrick Fleah gives me the low-down on fascist activity 
in the area. “A group in Rochester calling itself Send 
Asylum Seekers Home (SASH) has sprung up and 
started giving out hostile leaflets. We also know that the 
new NF PO Box for Margate has been found to be 
ascribed to a Michael J Ayres who is the chair of the Mill 
Needham Valley Residents’ Committee.” For his vigi- 
lance, Patrick has been confronted with death threats 
and graffiti, including a drawing of a gravestone bear- 
ing his name daubed on the wall of his local station. 

Back to Duni and Afrim. As we drain the last of the 
tea from our cups, I ask them what their hopes are for 
the future. “School” says Duni decisively, “I want to 
pass English. I would like to go to Kosovo but my home 
is broken”. Afrim looks wistful, “I just think to go up”, he 
says, extending his hand into a diagonal upward 
motion, “all the time to go up”. He smiles. “But, now we 
have to start from zero.” 
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Sam King speculates 
Can Morrison 
lead the NF? 


ROMSGROVE, Margate, Nottingham, Cambridge, 

Worcester, Leicester: just a few of the places that 

have experienced National Front activity in recent 
months. Not many some might say, but for an organisa- 
tion that has little over 100 activists, it shows a level of 
commitment and activity that belies its size. 

The NF claims direct lineage from the organisation 
launched in 1967 that during the mid-1970s had a mem- 
bership of 17,500 and attracted hundreds of thousands 
of votes in local elections. However, while the name 
might be the same, and a few of its older members, there 
is little other organic connection between the NF of 
today and that of yesteryear. The current NF was formed 
in 1995 by a small group of activists who opposed the 
formation of the National Democrats by the previous NF 
leadership under Ian Anderson, and wanted to keep the 
name realising correctly that it was the organisation's 
greatest asset. 

Today’s NF is led by Eddie Morrison, who has only 
recently taken over the role once occupied by John 
McAuley. McAuley has, to all intents and purposes, 
dropped out of the organisation, at least in any active 
sense. 

While Morrison is officially running the party from his 
West Yorkshire home, day-to-day operations are con- 
trolled by Terry Blackham, the national activities organ- 
iser. With his long history of violence and criminality, 
including a four-year sentence for attempting to take 
guns to Northern Ireland, Blackham has the respect and 
loyalty of the rank and file. He has masterminded the 
recent NF marches in London and Kent. 

Closely assisting Blackham are Nicky Cooper and 
Simon Northfield. Cooper was involved in the NF back 
in the late eighties, before switching allegiance to the 
nazi terror group Combat 18 and Millwall’s football 
hooligan fraternity. After a few years out of political cir- 
culation, Cooper is back as the NF’s east London and 
Essex organiser. He takes over from Alex Cooper and 
Linda Miller, two east London activists who were last 
seen trying to worm their way back into the British 
National Party. 

Northfield, from Surrey, is head of the Young National 
Front, a position that had been vacant since the depar- 
ture of Wayne Ashcroft in 1998. Ashcroft had been the 
rising star of the West Midlands NF but was privately dis- 
liked by Blackham. Under Northfield and Blackham, the 
NF has attracted a good number of new younger 
activists into the party. 

Alongside this new layer of activists, the NF boasts 
several veterans of the nationalist movement. West 
Midlands organiser Norman Tomkinson and Norfolk 
organiser Tom Holmes have both been active for over 20 
years. Even their period of service is surpassed by that of 
John Lord, the party’s Dudley organiser, though he is 
slowly dying with cancer. 

While the BNP seeks respectability through low-key 
organising to the point of virtual inactivity in many 
places, the NF has gone in the very opposite direction. 
Following in a long tradition of NF politics, deployed 
particularly effectively by Martin Webster, the party’s 


national activities organiser in the 1970s, it is hitting the 
headlines through highly public demonstrations and 
protests. Aside from the publicity generated by its own 
activities, the recent uproar over asylum seekers saw 
politicians from all sides make reference to the National 
Front. 

There are signs that this strategy is working. While the 
BNP found it difficult to secure much media interest in 
its election campaigns, and subsequently its results, the 
NF has encountered no difficulty in hitting the headlines 
with proposed marches in the West Midlands and more 
recently an attempted march in support of the convicted 
murderer Tony Martin. 

However, this confrontational approach has its draw- 
back in terms of electoral respectability. The NF marches 
and activities are increasingly attracting the very same 
skinheads and other violent activists of whom the BNP is 
desperately trying to rid itself. One leading activist with 
the NF is a man named Stuart, who was imprisoned for 
vandalising the Lawrence memorial. In recent months 
he has appeared as a steward on NF activities. Another 
man attracted to the NF was Stuart Kerr, who was sent to 
prison for 12 years late last year for firebombing an Asian 
shop in Chichester, Sussex. 

Ideologically, the NF has, certainly in recent years, 
been weaker than the BNP. There has been no public talk 
of Jewish conspiracies, the Holocaust that never hap- 
pened or international trips to meet and celebrate 
wartime nazis. All that might be changing. With the 
arrival of Morrison the NF has a leader who is an unre- 
constructed and overt nazi. 

Morrison began his political activity in the early 1970s 
as one of the leaders of the highly violent National 
Democratic Freedom Movement. He spent a short time 
in the extreme nazi British Movement and then, in the 
early 1980s, formed the National Action Party, another 
nazi group that attracted violent thugs. Since then he 
has been in and out of the NF and the BNP largely 
depending on his state of mind and drink problem. 

Morrison is closely supported in his work by Kevin 
Watmough, the former Bradford-based nazi now operat- 
ing from Bridlington. Watmough assists his leader with 
the NF Internet site and publications, a role he also fills 
for Combat 18. With Watmough have come a number of 
former Yorkshire BNP activists, including Tony White, 
who has moved into the role of NF organiser for Leeds. 

While Morrison might be considered a political liabil- 
ity, to say nothing of his continuing mental health prob- 
lems, he is a proven organiser, a commodity that the NF 
sorely lacks. His skills were clearly demonstrated at the 
party’s recent annual general meeting, when he pro- 
posed the party’s reorganisation. Under his plans the NF 
would be divided into 13 regions, which in turn would 
be sub-divided into districts where applicable. 
Nationally a new administrative organisation would be 
established, with responsibility for finance, media rela- 
tions, internal security and propaganda. The policy of 
high profile demonstrations would be increased and 
within a short time, the meeting was told, the highly 
irregular NF publication, The Flame, would appear as a 
monthly tabloid newspaper. 

Morrison recognises that in its name the NF has a 
strong asset. While the BNP readily dismisses the threat 
from the NF to its dominant position in the British far 
right, it was only two years ago that its leaders sought an 
alliance between the two groups. Of course the BNP saw 
little talent among the NF leadership at the time, it was 
merely hoping to prevent potential rivals from using the 
name, which nearly 20 years after the BNP’s formation 
continues to be better known in many parts of the coun- 
try than that of the BNP. 

While the NF remains a poor cousin to the BNP it is 
becoming an increasingly active political organisation. 
Under Morrison's political direction and Blackham’s 
street organisation, the NF is becoming a far more effec- 
tive and dangerous operation. 
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Wilbarston was the venue for the Blood and 
onour St George's Day concert, held on 22 April. 
The now annual event was organised by local man 
Steve Swingfen and held against the background of 
mounting paranoia about Searchlight’s infiltration of 
the nazi music scene. 

Of the 200 nazis who filled the hall, nearly 40 came 
from Germany and another few from Sweden. More 
interesting were the 15 to 20 UDA followers who turned 
up halfway through the evening and proceeded to hang 
their banners around the hall. 

Accompanying the UDA followers at the gig were 
supporters of the British Ulster Alliance (BUA), a pro- 
UDA group led by Frank Portinari, the convicted 
gunrunner and former NF supporter. It seems that the 
two groups had come from a loyalist event in London, 
where they were providing security for a march. The 
BUA group at the gig was led by Warren Glass and Rob 
“the Pig” Hilton. While most of the assembled 
skinheads appreciated the UDA patronage, the same 
could not be said of Glass’s arrival. Shunned by most of 
those present, he and his motley band of London 
renegades spent most of the evening in the lounge. 

Times have not been good recently for the Glass 
family. Rumours have reached Searchlight that Warren's 
brother Stuart, one of the original Chelsea 
Headhunters, has been told in no uncertain terms that 
he and his nazi mates are no longer welcome at 
Chelsea FC. It seems that a new generation of Chelsea 
hooligans have decided to rid themselves of the nazi 
tag. 

It was perhaps surprising that they got to the venue 
in the first place as it seems that many did not. 
Swingfen had decided for some unknown reason to 
turn his phone off midway through the evening, thus 
leaving at least one minibus full of boneheads driving 
aimlessly around the Northamptonshire countryside. It 
is reported that they were not best pleased. 

The highlight of what was quite a boring evening was 
the performance by Eye of Odin [above], a British 
Movement (BM) band from south London. Crouching 
down on his knees, with the other band members 
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huddled around him, Micky Lane began his chanting. 
To the obvious amusement and fair degree of 
embarrassment of most in the audience, the Eye of 
Odin lead singer began reciting Odinic slogans before 
jumping up, hammer in hand, to begin his first song. 
Waving his hammer around like a madman, Lane 
pranced around the stage shrieking inaudible lyrics. 

The other bands playing were the Scottish-based 
British Standard, West London’s Legion of St George, 
the German Might of Rag and finally the Stigger-led 
Warlord. However, Stigger, a parks employee for 
Derbyshire County Council, was unimpressed with the 
line-up. British Standard played unannounced and 
their appearance meant Warlord did not get on stage 
until well after 11pm. When the landlord kicked them 
out at midnight, Stigger for one felt that he had not had 
enough time on stage. 

Trade was brisk in the now inevitable flea circus that 
accompanies the Blood and Honour roadshow. To the 
surprise of some in the audience, Ricky Fawcus only 
managed to corner four tables for his Tyr Services 
merchandise, perhaps because Kev Noone had 
requisitioned two. Not only was he selling his usual 
Chelsea Headhunter T-shirts, but with apparent 
foreknowledge of the UDA appearance, he had plenty 
of new loyalist material on sale. Mick Dunn put in an 
appearance with his wife, but decided to leave his 
buckles and braces at home for once. 

A much more interesting stall was manned by Benny 
Bullman, the BM organiser for the East Midlands. 
Alongside an array of CDs and Whitelaw t-shirts were at 
least 50 sets of knuckledusters, selling for £15 each. To 
the surprise of many, one woman was seen buying at 
least 20 of these highly dangerous weapons. 

The audience was notable for its absences. Chris 
Hipkin, the former editor of Blood and Honour, failed 
to show, as did his adversary Ken McKellan. Graham 
Thompson, the Coventry-based nazi who has been 
fingered as a possible Searchlight informant, was also 
absent and news has reached us that his band, Avalon, 
has finally called it a day. Many in the audience were 
left feeling it was a pity that Lane and his Odinic 
followers did not do likewise. 
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At 6.30pm on 30 April Soho fell silent except for 
the bell of St Anne’s Church, tolling in an act of 
remembrance for three young people killed by a 
nail bomber exactly one year before reports 
Renee Sams. The church is only yards away from 
the Admiral Duncan pub, which was blasted by the 
bomb that also left many injured. 

In the churchyard hundreds of people came 
together to remember not only the three victims 
of that horrendous act, but also those who 
suffered in the first two bombings in Brick Lane, 
east London, and Brixton, south London. 

The bombs were placed with the intent to kill, 
maim and intimidate whole communities, but 
despite the damage caused to so many the 
bomber failed. The spirit of all the communities 
has remained strong and determined to oppose 
the racism and homophobia that were the 
bomber’s motive. Among the crowd were several 
in wheelchairs whose lives have been damaged 
permanently, as well as many still recovering, 
together with those who will suffer from the 
shock for a long time to come. 

Also present were the mayors of Westminster 
and Lambeth, in whose boroughs two the 
bombings took place. The mayor of Tower 
Hamlets, in which lies the Asian community of 
Brick Lane, sent apologies. 

In a moving ceremony, three cherry tree 
saplings were planted in the peaceful garden of 
St Anne’s and many people wept openly as 
wreaths were laid, including one brought by two 
paramedics who attended the wounded and dying. 
The vicar and other members of the church of St 
Anne’s were the first to offer help and counselling 
to those who were shocked by the racism and 
homophobia that caused so much damage to 
people’s lives. 

Clare, who led the ceremony commented, “We 
are happy to say one year on we are proud to 
stand and fight, we mourn, but we also celebrate.” 

Songs performed by the Gay Men’s Chorus 
helped to make this act of remembrance a 
memorable occasion. Chris Walker of the Admiral 
Duncan pub called for peace and tolerance among 
the people of Soho. The terrible loss of Andrea 
Dykes, John Light and Nick Moore will never be 
forgotten. Andrea’s sister summed up people’s 
feeling when she said, “These bombs were an act 
of discrimination, but bombs do not discriminate.” 
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NEWS 


Attacks in Leicester double 


RACIST ATTACKS have doubled in Leicester over the 
past year to 750, according to police crime figures. 
Averaging about two a day, recent incidents have 
included gang violence against a group of Muslim men 
in the Gallowtree area and the stabbing of an Asian 
man on the bridge at Waterloo Way. The man was set 
upon by a group of three white men after he had 
remonstrated with them for hurling racial abuse at two 
young black cyclists. The attackers made stabbing ges- 
tures, threatening to “chop him up” and “finish him 
off”, before plunging a knife into his chest. 

Anti-racists marched through the town centre in 
protest at the attacks. Rally organiser Helen Finnigan 
said, “We are a diverse multicultural society. That is not 
going to change. People should accept that.” The 
Reverend David Jennings also spoke out against the 
attacks, deploring in particular, the “slanderous” vic- 
timisation of refugees by the press and the 
Government. A high profile figure in the community, 
he has been targeted by the National Front. Police 
believe the threat was posted in the Hinckley area. 

Violence also followed a 100-strong St George’s Day 
march through Leicester city centre in April. The 
march, held to “commemorate all the English men who 
died in two world wars’, was publicised by leaflets left 
in various parts of the city. Police moved in on a crowd 
of 40 people after bottles were thrown into the street 
outside the Fountain pub in Humberstone Gate and 
made seven arrests for public order offences. During 
the disturbances men thought to be connected with 
the march and described as racist football hooligans 
attacked a Turkish-owned restaurant, injuring one of 
the staff. The police are still said to be baffled over who 
organised the march. 

A Unity Festival celebrating sexual diversity and 
social tolerance is being planned to replace the 
Leicester Mardi Gras festival after nazi threats forced 
the organisers to abort the event in April. A range of 
organisations, including a steering group from 
Leicester College Students’ Union, have been raising 
funds to resurrect the festival despite opposition from 








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Denise Pfeiffer’s homophobic pressure group, The 
Silent Majority. Police are looking at ways to protect the 
event from any further sabotage. 


Swansea fans give Nazi salute 


A GROUP of drunken Swansea fans disgraced their 
football club as they “sieg heiled” their way through 
Plymouth in April. The fans, who gave nazi salutes to 
passers-by, were condemned by club chairman Neil 
Hamer, who referred to their behaviour as “the unac- 
ceptable face of football”. Police are currently working 
with the club to identify the culprits and take appropri- 
ate measures. 

Also in April a man who gave nazi salutes to a black 
police officer was banned from attending all football 
matches for the rest of the year by Norwich magis- 
trates. A police search carried out before a game in 
March had found Charles Sinclair, 21, of Norwich, in 
possession of “racially inflammatory” material. 


Racist attack in Newport school 


THE ADAMS Grammar boarding school in Newport, 
Shropshire, was the scene of a terrifying, premeditated 
attack on a black pupil. The boy awoke to find a gang of 
eight racists standing above his bed. The gang pro- 
ceeded to beat him, spraying racist graffiti onto the 
bedroom walls and looting his cupboards. The youths 
had broken into the school in the early hours of a 
Monday morning while the boy was sleeping. 

The school’s headmaster stressed that “there had 
been no previous report from this boy or any other of 
racist attacks occurring at school”. 


Comedian Ali G 


THE CONTROVERSIAL comedian Ali G is the latest 
celebrity to receive threats from Combat 18. The nazi 
group has sent death threats to Talkback Productions, 
the independent production company that makes Da 
Ali G Show. The letter, opened by a researcher at the 
company, was addressed to Sacha Baron Cohen, 28, 
who is the star and creator of Ali G. 

The comedian, a Cambridge graduate who initially 
made his name working the gruelling stand-up circuit, 
is thought to have been targeted because he is Jewish 
and his act emulates aspects of black street culture. 
High-profile black and Asian people and people in 
mixed race relationships have been targeted by nazi 
groups in the past. Lenny Henry, Sharon Davies, Anna 
Ford, Trevor Macdonald and Martin Bashir are just a 
few of the celebrities who have been on nazi target lists 
to receive letter bombs or death threats over the past 
few years. 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Interview by Steve Silver 








Ahmed, who had once wanted to work in com- 

puting. It is a May afternoon, though it is so 
hot that it feels like August. Everybody seems to be out- 
side, but I’ve just roused Muktar from an afternoon 
sleep. “It’s 2 o’clock in the afternoon and I’m sleeping in 
my bed. I don’t have the confidence to go out on my 
own. Anyway, what am I going to do, just walk about and 
come back?” 

It has been over six years since Muktar’s world was 
turned upside down when he was viciously beaten in a 
brutal racist attack in Tower Hamlets, in London's East 
End. He was only 19 years old when he was chased 
across a park less than 100 metres from his home by a 
gang of white youths, knocked to the ground and nearly 
kicked to death. Kicked and beaten repéatedly in the 
head and face he is still physically scarred. “The biggest 
thing of all was that my mum was just glad that I was still 
alive,” says Muktar. 

To anti-racists who were active in the mid-1990s 
Muktar’s case is well known. In 1994, in the wake of a 
concerted campaign of racism whipped up by the 
British National Party (BNP) in East London, Searchlight 
reported that there had been a 300 per cent increase in 
racial attacks in the Tower Hamlets area. This was during 
the period that racists became emboldened by the elec- 
tion of a BNP local councillor, Derek Beackon. 

In the wake of the Lawrence Inquiry so many commit- 
ments have been made by Britain’s institutions about 
combating racism that it seems almost natural to 
assume that Muktar, a young man who nearly died at the 
hands of racist thugs, would be receiving considerable 
help. However, the only help he has received has been 
from his family and friends. 

Muktar receives no unemployment or disability bene- 
fit. He has received no criminal compensation. He has 
never been offered any counselling. Of the gang that 
attacked him, only one, a juvenile, served a sentence and 
that was a matter of months, already served while on 
remand awaiting trial. Even that might not have hap- 
pened had it not been for one brave witness. Muktar 
explains, “The witness, Kelly, was a friend of theirs. She 
suffered a lot of aggravation and discrimination as well 
because of it.” There is little doubt that Kelly Turner took 
an admirable stand and that many in a similar position 
— who know one of their friends has carried out a racist 
attack — have chosen to remain silent. 

Muktar has no money. The reason that he receives no 


me Be is out of the question for me” says Muktar 























































































































unemployment benefit is because he failed to sign on a 
number of times. “My mum and some of my close rela- 
tions think that the attack had a slight effect on me men- 
tally. For example, my sister told me today that someone 
was coming to see me, but I fell asleep and forgot. That 
is how it was when I had to sign on. After the attack I was 
on the dole... It never occurred to me that I could 
change it to go in my own time or something. The next 
thing, they closed my file and withdrew my dole.” 
Because Muktar is out of the unemployment benefit 
loop, he also receives no disability benefit. 

There could hardly be a clearer cut case for criminal 
compensation than Muktar’s, yet six years on he has yet 
to receive a penny. He is sick of phoning up the depart- 
ment that is meant to be dealing with his case: “The last 
thing that happened was that they asked me for photos. 
But they had photos from when I was attacked and 
shortly afterwards, but they still asked me for more pho- 
tos of my scars. Every time I phone they have something 
else that they want from me." After all this time Muktar 
is yet to be offered the substantial compensation that he 
rightly needs and deserves so he can lead an independ- 
ent life. Frustrated, he has left solicitors to deal with the 
claim on his behalf. 

“The greatest support I had was from my family,” 
acknowledges Muktar. He also has a group of friends 
who have been a great help. Living with his parents, he is 
totally dependent on his family for money. When the 
attack took place he was just coming to the end of a two 
year computer course but he missed the exams, and 
therefore failed the course, because he was in hospital. 
Any thoughts of a career in computing are remote now. 
Muktar is clear, “if my family wasn't here I would have 
been on streets”. 

Even though Muktar had his benefit cut, nobody has 
been to see him to find out how he is surviving finan- 
cially. “I would like to see, not only for me, but anybody 
that suffers a trauma like I did that they should get max- 
imum support,” says Muktar, when asked what he would 
like to see happen in the future. "Maximum support 
from the DSS, council, compensation, legal advice. 
Everything that they need they should get. After people 
have suffered they are often afraid or shy to ask for sup- 
port because of what they have just been through. They 
don't have confidence. So think ‘who would listen to 
me?’ It changes your whole lifestyle entirely. Before this I 
would be out at this time of day doing things. The more 
I talk the more it gets to me emotionally." 
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Killer linked to 
far right 


THE POPULIST uproar in support of Tony Martin, 
the farmer who shot 16-year-old Fred Barras, has 
done much to disguise the true nature of the man 
and the incident. As the tabloid press, followed 
obediently by the Conservative Party, campaign 
for Martin’s early release, the death of an 
unarmed man is forgotten. 

Martin shot Barras in the back as he was 
burgling the Norfolk farmer’s home. The gun was 
one of two illegally held by Martin. In 1994 his gun 
licence had been revoked after he had shot at the 
car of a man he caught picking apples on his land. 
In 1986, an argument at his brother’s house ended 
with Martin using his gun to smash windows. 

That the victim was of Romany descent should 
not be forgotten. It seems inconceivable that 
there would have been the same outcry in the 
media if the roles had been reversed. The Romany 
connection was certainly not lost on Martin, for 
the dead man belonged to a group he despised. 
The court heard how he believed that Gypsies 
should be put in a field, surrounded with barbed 
wire and machine-gunned. 

Largely unreported in the press was that 
Martin’s uncle by marriage was Andrew Fountaine, 
one of the founders of the National Front. Martin 
was a regular visitor to Fountaine’s home in 
nearby Narford Hall. It was at this estate that the 
NF leader held nazi summer camps. 

Fountaine once wrote: “Within a generation, the 
Norfolkman, his culture, purpose, and ethnic 
succession will be biologically extinguished.” It 
seems that Martin was simply doing his bit to 
preserve his way of life. 
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Griffin shunned by US right 


by Nick Lowles 


National Party leader Nick Griffin was largely 

ignored by almost all the leaders of the US far 
right. The turnout was so poor that the leader of the 
American Friends of the BNP Mark Cotterill, went so far 
as to denounce his fellow racists. “Where were the other 
American Nationalist leaders?” he wrote in an email cir- 
culated to supporters days after the visit. “This was dis- 
graceful.” 

Cotterrill concluded: “This I think goes to show once 
again that most American Nationalist ‘leaders’ either 
don't know anything or don’t care about what’s going on 
in other parts of the White World. Until they understand 
that this is a World-wide battle, in which America plays a 
big part, we are not going to make any progress on this 
side of the pond.” 

Griffin made his trip over the Easter weekend to 
address the American Friends of the BNP. According to 
Cotterill, over 70 people attended the meeting, though 
insiders put the figure at nearer 50. It was Griffin's first 
visit to the US since the early 1980s. 

Sharing the platform with the BNP leader were Kirk 
Lyons, a far-right attorney, Roy Armstrong, a German- 
American member of the German National Democratic 
Party, and David Duke, the former Klansman turned 
besuited politician. 

The biggest surprise was the attendance of Sam 
Francis, the right-wing politician who was sacked from 
his job with the Washington Times for racism. He is now 
editor of the Citizens Informer, the publication of the 
Council of Conservative Citizens. Joining Francis at the 


ys Veron visit to the United States by British 


meeting was John Tiffany, editor of the Barnes Review, 
who, according to Cotterill, had a private meeting with 
Griffin afterwards. 

However, beyond these few right-wing celebrities, no 
other leading activists bothered to stir themselves. In 
what could be correctly described as a snub for both 
Griffin and Cotterill, there were plenty of promises but 
many chairs remained empty. Among those who made 
their excuses and stayed away were Ed Fields, the vet- 
eran racist who has helped organise speaking tours by 
John Tyndall, the former BNP leader, in the past, and 
Mark Weber, the organiser of the Institute for Historical 
Review, an outfit that seeks to deny that the Holocaust 
took place. At least Richard Barrett was honest enough 
to say that he did not turn up because he does not like 
Griffin. 

Cotterill is left licking his wounds. Despite a number 
of “explanations” for the non-appearance of certain peo- 
ple, he remains bitter, as is clearly illustrated in a second 
email dispatched to reporters. “As for all the other ‘lead- 
ers’ not a word, perhaps their [sic] too busy building up 
successful Nationalist Parties of their own!!” 

Why Cotterill should be puzzled at the lack of interest 
in Griffin remains a mystery. Most likely the American 
Nationalist “leaders”, as he refers to them, know what we 
all know in Britain, that Griffin speaks nonsense and is 
best ignored. 

But then again, Cotterill must know what it is like to be 
disliked. He left Britain under a cloud of suspicion with 
stories circulating that he could not keep his hands out 
of other people's drawers. 
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300 fighting issues 


~ Who was behind the death of anti-nuclear campaigner Hilda Murrell? 
Colin Jordan’s infiltration and terror blueprint 


of Searchlight 


Racism and fascism will always meet opposition. 

Searchlight exists to give expert and informed insights into 

the enemies of democracy and serve the anti-racist and anti-fascist movement. 
Highlighted here are some Searchlight successes over the years. 


Exposing the links between crime and the National Front leadership 
Investigating links between the Security Services and the far right 
Racist bomb plots exposed 

Column 88 investigated ai 

Internal feuds inside Britain’s far right revealed 

British Movement arms plot. Links to Bologna bombers 

British Movement activists jailed for arms stockpiling 


Tracking Italian terrorists exiled in Britain. A new look at David Irving 








Searchlight campaign exposes Nazi war criminals _ 





Bomber Tony Lecomber welcomed into British National Party = 
National Front visit Tripoli 











Searchlight mole penetrates the British Ku Klux Klan — 








Searchlight reveals Column 88 as British section of Gladio- mA 





SS network exposed 
Fortress Europe and the plight of refugees in Britain 








East London terror campaign against Asian community 

















Combat 18 boss Charlie Sargent revealed as State asset 
Campaign against nazi music to “Shut Down the Peddlers of Hate” 
British National Party plot to take over UKIP 

















Searchlight evidence to the Lawrence Inquiry 











Nazis in the armed forces | 
Irving cornered after 38 years 
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MAURICE LUDMER 
1926-1981 





In Memoriam: 
Maurice Ludmer 
1926 - 1981 


Still in our hearts and minds as 
a good friend and former 
Searchlight editor. 


His words “We must teach anti- 
racists to be anti-fascists and 
anti-fascists to be anti-racists” 
are still an inspiration. 


Salud from all your old and new 
colleagues at Searchlight. 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































claims to academic respectability are the most 

common fascist tactics, but many groups have 
also followed the more secretive path of infiltration. 
During the 1940s and 1950s the purpose was usually to 
persuade other organisations to become more right- 
wing. Since then it has also been a method of recruit- 
ment. In the 1990s the tactic was often a way of damag- 
ing other political parties. 

In 1948, just after the foundation of the Union 
Movement (UM), Oswald Mosley, its leader, told his 
supporters to join the “old parties” and even sports 
clubs. Earlier postwar fascist groups, such as Jeffrey 
Hamm's League of Ex-Servicemen and Women, had 
found it hard to win new recruits because of the shadow 
of the Second World War. The new tactic was a response 
to this problem, as well as to the failure of the fascists’ 
prewar methods. 

Some fascists lost interest in active politics after their 
wartime internment, but others became more commit- 
ted and were happy to follow the new policy, despite its 
clandestine nature. The best example of successful infil- 
tration is provided by Robert Saunders, who had origi- 
nally been a member of the British Fascists but followed 
Mosley from 1933 and became a parliamentary agent for 
the BUE After his release from internment, he estab- 
lished a Mosleyite front group called the Wessex Book 
Club (1946-47). He was a District Organiser of UM from 
1948 and also joined the Dorchester Agricultural Society, 
the Bournemouth and District Parliament, the 
Economic Reform Club, the Liberty Restoration League, 
the Rural Reconstruction Association and the National 
Farmers Union (NFU). 

He was unhappy with his “Jekel /sic] and Hyde exis- 
tence” and became a non-active member of UM in the 
1950s before resigning from the party in 1963. He 
remained very active in the NFU, serving on more com- 
mittees than any other executive committee member 
between 1963 and the late 1970s. In 1963 he was 
defeated by a single vote in the election for a new vice- 
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president. Nonetheless, his views had not changed; in 
1987 he wrote, “I continued to take an interest in [UM] 
policy and continued to contribute my ideas when the 
opportunity offered. This has remained my position 
right up to today.” 

Richard Thurlow has argued that UM policy influ- 
enced the Government as a result of Saunders’s involve- 
ment: “His tireless campaign to make Britain as self-suf- 
ficient as possible in agricultural production had 
become government policy during Peter Walker's time at 
the Department of Agriculture, and his arguments for 
Britain to join the Common Market had finally become 
NFU policy. Thus Mosleyite influence, in however small 
a way, became incorporated, surreptitiously, into demo- 
cratic pressure group politics.” 

Most infiltration carried out by UM members was less 
successful. In 1948 the party asked trade unionists to 
contact the BUF’s former industrial organiser, Michael 
Ryan. The following year this resulted in the formation of 
the National Council of Labour — a front organisation to 
attack communists. Dave Renton estimates that the 
group had a dozen real members at most, despite claim- 
ing 5,000 supporters, and it collapsed in 1952. 

The most obvious target for infiltration has always 
been the Conservative Party. Charlie Packer, the UM 
“pack-room boy” who worked on accounts from 1948, 
became Conservative Mayor of Bexley in 1978. In the 
mid-1980s he was expected at a Friends of Mosley (FoM) 
dinner, but died before the event occurred. His death 
was commemorated in Comrade, the FoM’s newsletter. 

By 1952, John Charnley, formerly a leading member of 
the BUE was president of the South West Lancashire 
Chamber of Trade and chairman of a local branch of the 
Tories. Charnley was briefly considered by the 
Conservatives as a potential parliamentary candidate, 
but retained links with UM: “I was never truly a politi- 
cian. I was — and remain - a Mosley man’. In 1990 
Charnley was still loyal to Mosley: “I loved him. He was 
my Leader ... He was a political giant, an intellectual 
genius ... He was unique.” 
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A Andrew 
Fountaine 
targeted the 
Conservative 
Party with 
fascist 
infiltration 


The failure of 
Jeffrey Hamm's 
fascist British 
League of Ex- 
Servicemen and 
Women led to a 
tactical rethink 





UM members were not the only extremists to seek 
success beyond fringe politics. A.K. Chesterton had held 
many posts in the BUF and had written a fawning biog- 
raphy of Mosley. He broke with the party before the war, 
however, and managed to escape internment. In 1944 he 
became deputy editor of the Conservative newspaper 
Truth and from 1953 he was Lord Beaverbrook’s literary 
adviser. He even ghost-wrote Beaverbrook’s autobiogra- 
phy, Don’t Trust to Luck. Chesterton's views were even 
more extreme than they had been before the war and he 
now accepted the notorious Tsarist forgery, The 
Protocols of the Elders of Zion. In 1954 he established the 
League of Empire Loyalists, which was eventually sub- 
sumed within the National Front (NF), also founded by 
Chesterton. 

During the 1960s extremists became more sophisti- 
cated in their use of infiltration tactics. Oliver Gilbert, 
who had previously been in the Imperial Fascist League, 
the BUK the Nordic League and the Right Club, had 
joined his local Tory association after the war. He 
remained a fascist, however, and became a local organ- 
iser of the NF and liaison officer of the Patriotic Front 
whilst retaining links with the Tories: “I believe that the 
Conservative Party can be made far more right-wing by 
the infiltration tactics now operated by men like myself 
who for years have been members of the Conservative 
Party”. 

When two councillors in Wandsworth resigned the 
Conservative whip to join the NF in October 1969, 
Martin Webster said “they would be able to help our 
cause mote if they did not make public the fact that they 
were joining us but they both insisted”. In December 
the councillors reapplied to the Tories but retained their 
fascist links. In 1967 Ron Tear, an NF organiser, and John 
Cook, a former member of the National Socialist 
Movement, joined the Conservative Party in Ilford. Tom 
Iremonger, the local MP, complained that his con- 
stituency party was being deliberately infiltrated. 

The growth of the Monday Club, a right-wing pressure 
group linked to the Tories, expanded the opportunities 
for permeation. In May 1970 members of the NF sup- 
ported the Monday Club’s law and order rally in Trafalgar 
Square. John O’Brien, chairman of the NF during the 
early 1970s, admitted there was great support for infil- 
tration of the Monday Club: “some members of the 
Directorate occupied themselves with little else”. When a 
former member of UM was asked to examine the 
Monday Club’s membership lists, he discovered 12 NF 
infiltrators. In 1972 the Front provided stewards for the 
September 1972 Monday Club rally in Central Hall and 
400 fascists attended. 

David Lazarus, the agent for G.K. Young, the 
Conservative parliamentary candidate for East Brent in 
the February 1974 election, had been in both the 
League of Empire Loyalists and the NE Young was a 
leading member of the Monday Club and in 1974 estab- 
lished the Halt Immigration Now Campaign, which was 


subjected to substantial infiltration by NF members. 


Another anti-immigrant group that offered the chance 
for fascists and Conservatives to mingle was WISE 
(Welsh, Irish, Scots, English). In 1981 the Tory MP 















































































































































Harvey Proctor spoke at a WISE meeting attended by 
members of the Young National Front, the League of St 
George, the British Movement, the National Front 
Constitutional Movement and the British League of 
Rights. 

At this meeting the vote of thanks was given by 
Andrew Fountaine, leader of the National Front 
Constitutional Movement. He had fought for Franco 
during the Spanish Civil War but joined the Tories in the 
1940s and was adopted as the prospective parliamentary 
candidate for Chorley. At the 1949 party conference he 
attacked the party for allowing Jewish people to achieve 
positions of public prominence. The Standing Advisory 
Committee on Candidates refused to approve him, but 
he stood in the 1950 election anyway and lost by a mere 
361 votes. In 1958 Fountaine established a short-lived 
National Front Movement and stood as a National can- 
didate in the 1959 election. In later years he was presi- 
dent of the National Labour Party and a senior member 
of both the 1960s version of the British National Party 
(BNP) and the NE In 1979, after his second expulsion 
from the NE he established the National Front 
Constitutional Movement. 

The Conservative Party is not the only mainstream 
political party to have been targeted. In 1969 a North 
London NF branch organiser used the pseudonym Peter 
Johnson to infiltrate the Young Liberals and establish the 
South London Anti-Racialist Group in a successful 
attempt to discover details about anti-NF activists. 
During the 1980s Joe Short, a former NF student organ- 
iser with a conviction for firebombing a Sheffield syna- 
gogue, managed to infiltrate the Croydon Liberal Party. 
He was chosen to contest a council election before his 
links to John Tyndall’s BNP were uncovered. 

There are numerous other examples of fascists being 
involved in infiltration. Moreover, because of the secre- 
tive nature of the activity it is likely that it was more 
common than is generally admitted. In the 1970s 
ratepayers’ and residents’ associations were a target for 
NF infiltration, as was the Hunt Saboteurs’ Association. 
Members of the extreme nazi British Movement man- 
aged to infiltrate the Territorial Army. Francoise Dior, 
Colin Jordan’s ex-wife who had once been jailed for her 
part in a series of arson attacks on synagogues, joined 
the Paris branch of the Conservative Party. This did not 
stop her from bank-rolling Martin Webster’s Our Nation 
party in the early 1980s. | 

Mosley’s acolytes appear to have been interested in 
working within the groups they infiltrated — at least until 
the final and supposedly inevitable crisis. In contrast, 
much recent permeation has been aimed at destruc- 
tion. According to Martin Walker, Gilbert “missed the 
point. The object was not to make the Conservative 
Party right-wing, but to destroy it.” The National 
Democrats (which the rump of the NF became in 1995) 
tried unsuccessfully to infiltrate both the Referendum 
Party and the United Kingdom Independence Party 
during the last election. In 1999 The Times reported that 
Mark Deavin, the BNP’s head of research with links to 
David Irving, “had apparently infiltrated UKIP to pass 
on information about its work to the BNP”. 

Right-wing pressure led to a crackdown on immigra- 
tion during the 1960s but this was more closely linked to 
Enoch Powell, Edward Heath and Harold Wilson, who 
all saw the political prizes on offer, than to permeation 
tactics. Infiltration has been an unmitigated failure in 
terms of clear political rewards; according to Thurlow, 
“infiltration and permeation had negligible influence”. 
Nonetheless, there remains a real chance that a con- 
certed effort by fascists could alter the nature of a main- 
stream political group. Any further moves towards pro- 
portional representation, which would help groups 
such as the UKIP, would offer greater potential rewards. 
In the past it has been too easy for fascists to join other 
organisations; mainstream groups must accept greater 
responsibility for ensuring that it does not recur. 
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News from the sewers 


Court out 


ONE OF the hazards of being a nazi is that sooner or 
later you are bound to find yourself in court. And as 
Britain settles into the new millennium, it’s the same 
old story for a stream of nazis, racists, hooligans and 
paedophiles around the country. 

Earlier this year Scotland Yard went after suspected 
perpetrators of hate crimes in London in an operation 
named Athena Day. Those charged are beginning to 
trickle through to the courts, among them some key 
people on the nazi football hooligan scene. 

In Yorkshire last month Simon Sheppard faced the 
magistrate on charges arising from his rate hate activ- 
ities. The case is expected to proceed early this month. 
Not far away, Colin Jordan, just recovering from a 
major operation, found himself arraigned on 11 
charges of distributing race hate material between 
March 1993 and March last year. 

The alleged offensive literature includes Jordan’s 
own tatty newsletter, Gothic Ripples, a pamphlet enti- 
tled Merrie England 2000, a series of leaflets issued at 
election time and two more attacking Home Secretary 
Jack Straw and the Stephen Lawrence inquiry. Jordan is 
due back in court on 6 July but the case may not be 
heard until next year. Anthony Hancock, the printer 
from Sussex, has been charged with aiding and abet- 
ting Jordan. 

Over to Blackpool where Anthony Donaldson, the 
brother of the late and unlamented leading nazi musi- 
cian Ian Stuart Donaldson, has sentenced to six 
months in prison for downloading hundreds of porno- 
graphic images of children, some under the age of ten, 
onto his computer. Seems that he took the computer 
to be repaired and the engineer called the police when 
the offending pictures appeared on the screen. 

Chris Jackson, the British National Party's North 
West regional organiser, has elected to be tried by a 
jury after being charged under section 28 of the 
Criminal Justice Act for allegedly insulting an Asian 
woman at an election count in Oldham last month. He 
is due back before the magistrate for committal on 5 
July. He says he will defend himself. 

Karen Henderson faces charges relating to her 
alleged possession of large quantities of hate music. 
The court has requested the pleasure of her company 
again in the first week in June. 

Earlier this year a man who orchestrated a hate 
campaign against an Asian restaurant in Leicester was 
sent to prison for 12 months. Shane Lee Upton, 22, 
admitted three charges of causing racially aggravated 
fear and provoking violence in August 1999. 

The Rashid family, who run the restaurant near to 
Upton’s home, had been verbally abused and threat- 
ened with having their business burnt out. Upton with 
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some of his playmates had tried to stop people enter- 
ing the restaurant. 

Passing sentence at Leicester Crown Court, judge 
Richard Benson told Upton, “it is this type of offence 
that is now all too prevalent that has led to Parliament 
enacting the laws under which you are being sen- 
tenced today”. He said Upton had shown persistent 
bigotry in his behaviour. 


Griffin reinvents the wheel 


IN HIS increasing efforts to persuade the membership 
of the British National Party that he is a truly creative 
leader, Nick Griffin, who succeeded the veteran nazi 
John Tyndall as party chair last autumn, has been 
rushing around setting up what he claims to be new 
organisations and sub-groups within the party frame- 
work. 

So some older members were a bit taken aback 
when they read about the launch of a new group for 
BNP members who have served in the armed forces, 
the Association of British Ex-Servicemen, ABEX. It sur- 
prised us too, as ABEX first saw the light of day not in 
2000 but exactly 20 years ago on 24 May 1980, when 
the National Front conned its way into the Victory 
Services Club in London to launch it. Searchlight 
reported its arrival on the scene later that year in a 
story headed “By the Right Quick March”, which 
exposed this obnoxious group of Third Reich admirers 
trying to con the public into believing they were gen- 
uine British patriots. 

ABEX was headed by Captain Kenneth McKilliam, a 
part-time Methodist lay preacher and regular conduc- 
tor of the Remembrance Sunday services held at the 
Cenotaph by the once mighty NE A fanatical anti- 
semite and publisher of anti-Jewish hate material, he 
also regularly attended events held by WISE (Welsh, 
Irish, Scots and English), the group that acted as a 
crossover point between far-right Tories and the real 
fascists. He had spent many years in the Colonial 
Service in Africa, part of that time in Uganda, and he 
was later to become a very public fan of the bloody 
dictator Idi Amin. After returning to Britain he became 
a teacher and in 1979 stood as an NF parliamentary 
candidate for Ashford, Kent. He became one of the 
core founder members of the BNP in 1982. Fortunately 
he is no longer with us. 

Anyone joining ABEX had to sign a declaration that 
they were of Anglo-Saxon or Celtic background. 

The new ABEX, like its predecessor, appears to have 
a penchant for trying to dupe the public. A leaflet dis- 
tributed by BNP members on Remembrance Sunday 
last year could easily have been mistaken for one 
issued by St Dunstan’s Homes for the Blind, which has 
cared for hundreds of genuine servicemen and women 
blinded in past wars. 
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by Bev Forbes 


N EXHIBITION is currently jogging selective 
memories of a macabre aspect of US history. Until 


9 July, the New York Historical Society and the 
Community Service Society have teamed up to present 
Without Sanctuary: Lynching Photography in America. 
Bev Forbes examines some of the online responses and 
draws comparisons between past and present events. 

Exhibitions displaying the depth of inhumanity are 
not new. The case of 14-year-old Emmett Till, who was 
lynched in 1955 for saying “bye, baby” to a white girl, 
while visiting relatives in Money, Mississippi, is a case in 
point. On seeing her dead son’s body Mamie Bradley, his 
grief-stricken mother, requested it be returned to 
Chicago and insisted on an open-casket funeral. She 
wanted to show the world what white America with its 
system of discrimination, intimidation and racist mob 
violence known as Jim Crow had done to her son. 

The Without Sanctuary presentation of some of the 
most disturbing and harrowing collection of lynching 
images once again forces US society to confront this 
often hidden reality. 

According to the records of the Tuskegee Institute 
about 4,742 blacks were lynched between 1882 and 
1968. The figure represents the tip of the iceberg as many 
of these murders went unreported. 

Most of the images in the display were sold as post- 
card souvenirs. As one surveys the monochrome stills, a 
disturbing pattern emerges — the marauding, cheery- 
faced white mob, standing proudly beside one or more 
mutilated, disfigured black corpses. They strike a pose as 
if attending a church picnic. 

Viewers are invited to share their comments through 
the online forum. For those that can find the words 
responses have ranged from: 

Disbelief: “It hurt me to see the smiling faces in the 
background. It’s hard to believe such inhumane treat- 
ment of other humans because of colour could bring 
others joy ...” — Ginger. 

Outrage: “When I look [at] those images; the blank, 
empty expressions on the face of some of the people, I 
DON’T SEE HATRED. I SEE EVIL INCARNATE ...” - 
Julian. 

Some remarks draw parallels with recent events: “I 
have perused the comment board and some mentioned, 
‘this could happen again’ it has what about James Byrd 
and Amadou Diallo? ...” — Idalia. 

Making comparisons between the events of then and 
now can be a useful indication of how much has actually 
changed. The act of lynching, particularly in the South, 
has by no means entirely disappeared. But the extent to 
which it was allowed to prevail has significantly 
decreased. This was largely the result of the great strides 


made by the Civil Rights Movement during the 1950s 
and 1960s. 

However, the murder in East Texas of Thomas Byrd, 
who was chained to a back of a pick-up truck and 
dragged for nearly three miles in June 1998, and of 
Amadou Diallo, shot 41 times by four New York police 
officers, show how far US society has yet to go. Both 
demonstrate that a climate still exists in which black 
people are considered inferior and their treatment is a 
reflection of this. This is encouraged by media reports 
that negatively portray blacks and other ethnic groups in 
such a way that they appear inhuman, even alien. 
Alongside this runs a biassed criminal justice system 
which flourishes in an atmosphere that often condones 
a high level of force and brutality against black people. 

Although the exhibition relates to events in American 
history its significance transcends beyond its shores. In 
this respect the story behind one photograph stands out. 
It is of the body of an unknown African American male 
found hanging by the neck in Georgia’s hardwood forest 
in 1960. After the body was reported to the local author- 
ities, the head of the Georgia Bureau of Investigation 
looked briefly at the scene and declared, “Suicide”. 
Parallels can be drawn between this case and the suspi- 
cious circumstances surrounding the deaths by hanging 
in Telford, Shropshire, of Harold and Jason McGowen. 
The dismissive manner in which police officers initially 
treated both cases as suicide, despite the fact that the 
men had suffered racial abuse and death threats in the 
months preceding their deaths, illustrates how far the 
basic tenets of the Lawrence Report had failed to pene- 
trate the ranks of the police service in some parts of the 
country. 

The Without Sanctuary presentation of images and 
the stories behind them can be a powerful educational 
tool. That its format goes beyond the pale does not 
deflect from its mission — to provoke thought about 
unspoken aspects of American history and potential 
action. It would be interesting to know whether the 
organisers have plans to tour the exhibition beyond the 
fairly liberal confines of New York, to, say, Texas, Georgia 
and North Carolina for starters. We will keep you posted. 
Visit the online exhibition at: www.journale.com/withoutsanctuary/main.html 
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should be seen as the most important figure of 

the twentieth century. The founder of general rel- 
ativity, Einstein did more than anyone else to break 
down the mechanistic world view of nineteenth cen- 
tury science. The old physics conceived of change as 
something that took place between objects existing in a 
definite location in fixed time and space. It followed 
that the world was made up of given facts. A powerful 
brain that understood all the rules of mechanics and 
the location of every atom in the universe could map 
out the motion of matter from the beginning of time to 
its end. 

Since Einstein’s theories became more widely 
known, a new world view has emerged which empha- 
sises the fluid and related nature of physical concepts. 
Einstein's theory of relativity, and his famous equation 
E=mce’, showed that time and space were related, that 
matter was motion and motion was energy. Einstein’s 
theories are credited today as the starting-point of 
nuclear physics, modern cosmology and quantum 
mechanics. 

Our image of Einstein is of a man who devoted his 
life to physics. This impression is misleading. If 
Einstein was a child of the 1880 and 1890s, the years of 
the Great Depression, he was a man of the 1920s and 
1930s, the age of fascism and war. This was the period 
in which his scientific discoveries were popularised, 
and as a consequence his wider opinions came into 
public view. There is no doubt that the crisis of those 
years intruded on his life. Following Hitler's rise to 
power, Einstein was forced to flee Germany. His physics 
was rejected in his home country as flawed and 
“Jewish”. Several of his friends and colleagues died in 
the Holocaust. Pressed by events, Einstein became an 
active anti-fascist and a permanent champion of the 
dispossessed. 

Einstein was born in 1879, the year in which Wilhelm 
Marr founded the first modern racist party, the League 
of Anti-Semites. Einstein spent his adolescence in 
Munch following German unification during the 1870- 
71 Franco-Prussian war. This was a time of enormous 
industrial and military expansion. Einstein's fath 
owned a small oo manufacturing pree an 
oth i 
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give Einstein an enduring sense of his weak position in 
German society as a Jew: “If relativity is proved right, 
the Germans will call me a German, the Swiss will call 
me Swiss and the French will call me a world citizen. If 
relativity is proved wrong, the French will call me Swiss, 
the Swiss will call me German and the Germans will 
call me a Jew.” 

Leaving Germany as a school student, Einstein lived 
in central Europe, moving from Munich to Zurich to 
Prague, back to Zurich and then to Berlin. His friends at 
university included Friedrich Adler, the prominent 
Austrian pacifist who would be jailed during the Great 
War of 1914-18. Through Adler and other friends, 
Einstein was exposed to the influence of German ideal- 
ist philosophy. Einstein’s teacher here was Ernst Mach, 
a nineteenth-century physicist whose book Science of 
Mechanics absorbed Einstein when he first read it as a 
student in Zurich in 1897. With his unorthodox back- 
ground, Einstein was unable to pursue an academic 
career. 

His first paper on relativity was published in 1905, 
the year of the first Russian Revolution. This was 
Einstein’s “miraculous year’, when three of his papers 
were published in prominent journals, including his 
work on statistical mechanics and Brownian motion 
and his first paper on relativity. Einstein would return 
later to each of these subjects, but it was relativity that 
made him famous. His paper argued that observers can 
never detect uniform motion except relative to other 
objects. There is no absolute in the universe, except the 
speed of light. 

During the First World War, Einstein's name was 
added to a list of 31 prominent Germans who were 
banned by the government from travelling abroad. In 
1918 he welcomed the German revolution, which 
brought an end to the war and transformed Germany 
into a republic. Following the demise of the imperial 
order, Einstein wrote to his sister, “A Great thing has 
happened ... To think that I have lived to see it! Here, 
militarism and the Privy Councillor nonsense have 
been thoroughly liquidated.” 

Because of his pacifism, Einstein had already 
quired a reputation as a trouble-maker. He revelled 
e ea attacks on him as an “obersozi’, or “top- 






that gravity as well as motion can affect time and space. 
One offshoot was a prediction that the movement of 
light would be distorted by the pull of planets and the 
sun. This was confirmed in 1919 by experiments on 
that year’s solar eclipse. A headline in The Times 
announced “Revolution in science: New theory of the 
Universe”. Einstein became a household name. He won 
the Nobel Prize in 1921, although not for relativity, 
which was considered too controversial by the com- 
mittee. 

Now a world-famous scientist, Einstein moved in the 
glittering circles of the League of Nations. He was 
friendly with liberal and social democratic politicians, 
including the Labour Prime Minister Ramsay 
MacDonald. Yet this happy period soon came to and 
end, as Einstein’s life became increasingly shaped by 
the rise of antisemitism. As early as 1920, Paul Wegland 
established an anti-Einstein organisation in Germany, 
and attempts were planned on Einstein’s life. A number 
of scientists questioned relativity, on the “patriotic” 
grounds that its author was a Jew. Einstein was also 
close to Walter Rathenau, the German Foreign 
Secretary assassinated by the far right in 1922. 

Not surprisingly, Einstein sided with those forces 
that opposed antisemitism. He had a natural sympathy 
for the left, and supported plans to create a homeland 
where Jews would be liberated from persecution. 
Einstein's argument was simple, no one should be 
compelled to live in a place where they would experi- 
ence persecution. It was an idea that he would express 
in exile from Germany after 1933: “As long as I have any 
choice, I will only stay in a country where political lib- 
erty, tolerance and equality of all the citizens before the 
law prevail”. 

Yet such a simple idea contained within it all sorts of 
contradictions. It was true that Jews faced the most 
horrendous oppression, but why should they respond 
to persecution by fleeing it? In Russia, Poland and 
Germany, many other Jews responded to antisemitism 
by struggling for a world free of racism. At times, 
Einstein recognised the quality of their vision. He wrote 
to celebrate the heroism of the 1944 Warsaw Ghetto 
uprising, a movement against fascism led by 
Communists and socialist Jews. His letter was then ille- 
gally smuggled back into Poland: “They fought and 
died as members of the Jewish nation, in the struggle 
against organised bands of German murderers ... We 
strive to be one in suffering and in the efforts to achieve 
a better human society, that society which we have had 
so clearly and forcibly set before us as a goal.” 

Although he was by temperament a Zionist, Einstein 
remained aware that there were two peoples living in 
Palestine. As early as the 1930s, Einstein had a letter 
published in the paper Falastin: “One who, like myself, 
has cherished for many years the conviction that the 
humanity of the future must be built on an intimate 
community of the nations, and that aggressive nation- 
alism must be conquered, can see a future for Palestine 
only on the basis of peaceful co-operation between the 
two peoples who are at home in the country”. More 
conventional Zionists tended to play down the prob- 
lems of Jewish immigration, and Einstein regularly 
accused them of wishful thinking. 

The Nazi regime condemned Einstein and he was 
forced to flee Germany along with Walter Benjamin, 
Bertholt Brecht, Karl Korsch and many thousands of 
left-wingers, democrats, artists, writers, activists and 
Jews. Nazi militia seized his house and raided his bank 
account. German newspapers announced Einstein's 
departure and followed with the odious headline 
“Good news — he’s not coming back”. German scientists 
attempted to create a racially pure physics, not cor- 
rupted by the revolutionary idea of relativity. The Nazi 
film Der Ewige Jude (the Eternal Jew) accused Einstein 
of hiding a secret anti-German venom behind the the- 
ory of relativity! 
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In exile in America, Einstein addressed a series of 
meetings. Toning down his earlier pacifism, he spoke as 
the representative of an exile community, demanding 
that something be done to stop the rise of fascism. Like 
many other public figures of this generation, he moved 
in circles influenced by the Communist Party’s notion 
of the Popular Front. He was friendly with the left-wing 
film star Charlie Chaplin, and spoke fondly of the paci- 
fist Mahatma Gandhi and the playwright George 
Bernard Shaw. Of Gandhi he wrote, “Generations to 
come ... will scarce believe that such a one as this ever 
in flesh and blood walked upon this earth’. 

In 1934, Einstein elaborated his vision of “active paci- 
fism”: “As long as armies exist, any serious conflict will 
lead to war. A pacifism which does not actively fight 
against the armament of nations is and must remain 
impotent.” This doctrine led to Einstein’s famous 1939 
letter to Franklin D Roosevelt. With three scientists, 
Joliot Curie, Enrico Fermi and Leo Szilard, Einstein, the 
committed pacifist, encouraged the US government to 
develop nuclear weapons. After the war, Einstein is said 
to have declared, “If I knew they were going to do this, 
I would have become a shoemaker”. 

Near the end of his life, Albert Einstein wrote an 
important article for the magazine, Monthly Review, in 
which he condemned the exploitation that workers 
experienced at the point of production: “The owner of 
the means of production is in a position to purchase 
the labour power of the worker. By using the means of 
production, the worker produces new goods which 
become the property of the capitalist. What the worker 
receives is determined not by the real value of the 
goods he produces, but by his minimum needs and by 
the capitalists’ requirement for labour power in rela- 
tion to the number of workers competing for jobs ... 
The result of these developments is an oligarchy of pri- 
vate capital, the enormous power of which cannot be 
effectively checked even by a democratically organised 
political society.” 

In his last year, Einstein was often ill. He hoped to 
construct a unified field theory that would link 
together all the different physical forces. He also waged 
an unsuccessful battle against quantum mechanics. 
Einstein could not accept that the movement of the 
smallest sub-atomic particles was ultimately decided 
by chance. As he put it, “God does not play dice”. 
Ironically it was Einstein’s earlier theories that had 
enabled the scientific breakthrough of quantum 
mechanics to take place. 

Einstein died in 1955. We can remember him today 
as one of the world’s great scientists and a lifelong 
opponent of discrimination in all its forms. 
































Czech Republic Anti-Roma bias 


THE EUROPEAN Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg 
has accused the Czech state of practising racial 
discrimination and segregation in its educational 
system. 

The parents of 18 Gypsy children have come forward 
with complaints that the education system is biased 
against Gypsies and that its standard procedures 
promote conscious and unconscious racial prejudice. 

The European Roma Rights Centre based in 
Budapest, which is representing the children, said the 
Education Ministry and local authorities had for 
decades “perpetuated a system which routinely brands 
disproportionate numbers of Gypsies as mentally 
retarded”. 

The parents are demanding compensatory . 
education for their children, as well as financial 
recompense and an apology from the government that 
recognises the racist practices which have subjected 
Gypsies to a sub-standard education. 


Y Demonstration outside the Czech embassy in London last month 
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Italy Bologna remembers 


THOUSANDS OF protesters forced an international 
fascist rally out of Bologna’s main square after the city’s 
right-wing council had issued a permit for the event. 
When Roberto Fiore arrived with 150 Forza Nuova 
supporters, bussed in from outside, they found the 
main piazza filled with thousands of resistance 
veterans, trade unionists, regional political leaders and 
members of a range of political parties, all determined 
that the fascists should not sully the square, which has 
plaques to wartime fighters against fascism. The police 
were forced to put Fiore into a tiny piazza for a two- 
minute oration, in which he declared, in a reference to 
the Austrian fascist leader, “The Haider wind is blowing 
through Italy”. 

It was in Bologna that, 20 years ago, members of 
Fiore’s Armed Revolutionary Nuclei, the NAR, in 
cooperation with right-wing Italian secret service 
agents, bombed the railway station killing 86 people 
and injuring 200. Fiore’s international gathering, 
bringing together his troops from across Europe 
including Britain, would have been a major insult to 
the victims. 

Fiore was forced to leave Bologna under a huge 
police escort to go to Granarolo where his partner in 
business and crime, Massimo Morsello, had hired the 
Skorpio club for a fascist music festival, featuring 
Italian and Irish fascist bands, to protests from the 
town’s mayor. 

The Regional Council has protested over the issue of 
the permit and Bologna’s mayor at the time of the 
bombing, Renzo Imbeni, now deputy president of the 
European Parliament, also made his objections known. 


France Le Pen droops 


THE ONCE powerful Front National leader in France, 
Jean-Marie Le Pen, has faced further problems. 

In April his right to sit in the European Parliament was 
revoked after he was found guilty of attacking a female 
socialist politician in 1997. He is also losing support 
from colleagues who are put off by the recent internal 
feuds. 

Although it seems that his days are numbered, Le 
Pen told activists at their national congress last month 
that he is “not dead yet” and announced that he 
would stand in the 2001 presidential elections. 
However, his prospects of regaining a respectable 
political position remain slim as even party loyalists 
doubt his chances as a future leader. 


Austria Market forces 


BRITISH TOURIST bookings have fallen by 20% since 
Austria’s far-right Freedom Party entered the country’s 
coalition government. 

Although it is difficult to determine the cause of the 
reduced bookings, many blame Jorg Haider, who 
recently stood down as leader of the Freedom Party 
and who has received a barrage of international 
criticism over his xenophobic remarks. Haider is a 
known supporter of Adolf Hitler’s employment 
policies and a defender of the Waffen SS. 

The Austrian tourist board is expected to launch a 
nationwide campaign to try to persuade Britons not to 
boycott the country this summer. Austria's skiing 
season faired reasonably despite the avalanche on the 
slopes that claimed the lives of 11 people. 


Austria Anatomy of nazism 


A MEMBER of the commission that in 1997 began an 
investigation into the origins of the specimens in a 
number of Viennese medical institutions has written a 
report showing that 1,377 bodies of citizens executed 
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in the Nazi period were passed to the anatomy 
departments of the nearest universities for research 
purposes. Daniella Angetter reported that the 
Department of Neurology had specimens given to it 
by Heinrich Gross, the former Nazi doctor charged 
with experimenting on the brains of child patients, at 
least nine of whom were murdered. He was released 
last month after being found unfit to stand trial due to 
dementia. 

The report recommends that the City of Vienna 
should bury all of the recovered body parts in a grave 
of honour. 


Chile C 


Chilean nazis were forced to curtail plans to celebrate 
Adolf Hitler's birthday on 20 April with a big interna- 
tional congress. 

The event attracted much opposition both at home 

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































and abroad. The Chilean government issued border 
police with a list —- provided by Interpol — of 50 known 
nazi sympathisers who were to be prevented from 
entering the country to take part in the congress, offi- 
cially titled “The first international ideological meeting 
of nationality and socialism’. 

Alexis Lopez, the organiser of the congress and 
leader of Patria Nueva Sociedad (PNS), was arrested on 
unrelated charges in the week the congress took place. 

A smaller than planned conference took place near 
Santiago with few international guests. 


Y Chilean anti-fascists demonstrate outside their embassy in London in April 
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In April, Viviana Diaz Caro, 
visited Britain to meet Amnesty 
International and Chilean 
relatives of the disappeared 
resident in Britain. She talked to 
Steve Silver about the current 
attempts to bring General 
Augusto Pinochet to justice. 


a& thought up until the last minute that 
Pinochet would be extradited to Spain,” 
says Viviana, which with the benefit of 

hindsight seems incredibly optimistic. She adds, “Of 
course there was no such legal procedure for his vic- 
tims in Chile,” referring to the long drawn out judicial 
process that saw Pinochet spend over a year under 
house arrest in Britain before eventually being allowed 
to fly back to Chile, deemed too unfit to be extradited 
and tried in Spain. 

While in England Viviana met the Home Secretary, 
Jack Straw. He told her that that the decision to release 
Pinochet was not a political one, claiming that both his 
authorisation of legal proceedings and Pinochet's 
eventual release were his personal decision. He 
claimed that his ruling did not result from discussions 
with the Prime Minister, Tony Blair, but that in June 
1999 the Chilean Embassy had provided him with a 
medical report saying that Pinochet’s health was dete- 
riorating. In the light of this he ordered an independent 
medical report. It was this controversial report that 
gave the general his freedom. Viviana told the Home 
Secretary that she was keen to see an official delegation 
sent to Chile to seek justice for the British citizens who 
“disappeared” at the hands of the Junta. He promised 
to discuss this with the Foreign Office. 

Asked how she felt when she heard the news that 
Pinochet was to be freed, Viviana replies, “we don't feel 
defeated because we value those 503 days that 
Pinochet stayed in Britain. It puts us relatives in a new 
position.” Women from the British section of the 
Association of Relatives of the Disappeared, who are 
helping with translation during the interview, nod in 
agreement as Viviana says, “we told the press at the 
time that we had done all we could so far and would 
continue to do so if he came back to Chile. We said we 
would pursue legal proceedings against him in Chile 
and that is what we are doing. Since he has returned to 
Chile he has shown that he is not that ill - he only had 
to see the Andean mountains to make a recovery.” 

The key point that Viviana wants to get across is that 
even though Pinochet has returned to Chile, he is not 
in the same position as when he left for England in 
1998. She wants people to know that the worldwide 
condemnation of his crimes is tremendously signifi- 
cant. “Pinochet's crimes were given international 
attention,” declares Viviana. “We are determined that 
he has now come back to Chile to face justice. Justice 
has been denied to us for over 25 years but we believe 
that as relatives we have made tremendous progress 
since Pinochet's detainment.” 

Pinochet's supporters have never acknowledged the 
atrocities that were carried out under his rule and have 
accused people like Viviana of lying. His supporters in 


the armed forces in particular argue that there is noth- 
ing to apologise for; on the contrary, the military dicta- 
torship saved Chile from Marxism and chaos. However, 
Pinochet’s behaviour on his return to Chile has been a 
boon to those who want to see him face trial. Many 
who believed he was genuinely ill have now realised 
that he was deceiving the British doctors to secure his 
return home. “Those who were indifferent for so many 
years now feel an obligation to participate in uncover- 
ing the cruel reality. People approach us now and say 
they believe we are right and are on our side,” claims 
Viviana. There has undoubtedly been a distinct shift in 
opinion in the Chilean newspapers as well. Before 
Pinochet's arrest the Association of Relatives of the 
Disappeared was rarely approached for comment; now 
its opinion is sought after. 

The Association of Relatives of the Disappeared 
always knew it would be difficult to indict Pinochet in 
Chile. That is why it invested so much in trying to force 
him to face trial in Spain. After all it was this organisa- 
tion that provided the documentation that led to the 
Spanish extradition order in the first place. The 
Association feels that international opinion is still 
important and is calling on those countries that were 
involved in legal proceedings against Pinochet to put 
pressure on the Chilean Government to ensure that 
justice is done. 

As we talk there are currently 83 lawsuits in Chile 
against Pinochet. However, Viviana explains there is 
one that is more significant than all the others. This is 
the one that would lift the immunity from prosecution 
that stands between Pinochet and justice. The lawsuit 
relates to Pinochet’s role in the “Death Caravan”, in 
which at least 72 political activists were killed. The 
“Death Caravan” was formed by a small group of gen- 
erals who scoured Chile in the immediate aftermath of 
the coup, hunting down socialists and communists 
who had been singled out for execution. 

The indictment of Pinochet would have a wider sig- 
nificance for Chilean democracy, according to Viviana: 
“We still have hope and have made it clear to the 
President of the Supreme Court that this will be an his- 
toric chance for Chile’s judicial system to show the 
world that it is clean and independent of the military. 
Before now the judicial system was so connected to the 
dictatorship that there was no way we could see justice. 
It had the chance to administer justice but never did it 
and left the relatives of the disappeared in the most 
appalling situation. We could see for the first time in 
decades that the judicial process can stand up to the 
military and right-wing forces and instead express 
moral values that coincide with democratic ones.” 

Viviana believes that Pinochet facing justice would in 
itself be some form of reparation for the relatives of the 
disappeared. Her own wait has been a long and painful 
one. Viviana’s father, Victor Diaz Lopez, was 56 years 
old when he disappeared on 12 May 1976. As a national 
leader of the Chilean equivalent of the British Trade 
Union Congress and deputy general secretary of the 
Communist Party, Victor's high profile meant that he 
had to go underground with other comrades who knew 
they were sought by DINA, the secret police. He 
remained underground for 32 months before being 
caught with a number of other comrades. He was 
known to be still alive on 6 October 1976 in one of the 
main torture centres, but nothing is known after that. 

“T am fighting with hundreds of other relatives to find 
out the truth of what happened to our loved ones,” says 
Viviana. “The problem isn’t only a problem for the rela- 
tives of the disappeared, it is a national one. It affects 
the whole of Chilean society. Our relatives were citizens 
of our country. They shouldn't have disappeared from 
the earth just because of their political views. We won't 
give up the fight until we find justice for our relatives. 
We have a new government now and we hope that we 
wont be betrayed again.” 
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Berlusconi returns from 
political obscurity 
Gerry Gable 


populist multimillionaire, staged a dramatic 

comeback in Italy’s spring regional elections after 
patching up his differences with the Northern League 
and building a new broad front. Under the grandiose 
title, the Freedom Alliance, it encompasses most of 
Italy’s right wing, from Berlusconi's own Forza Italia and 
the regional nationalists of Umberto Bossi’s Northern 
League, to Pino Rauti’s terroristic MSI Flame, Adriano 
Tilgher’s Forza Nazionale and even some breakaway ele- 
ments from Roberto Fiore’s Forza Nuova, with 
Gianfranco Fini’s post-fascist National Alliance some- 
where in-between. It also includes some small but very 
vocal Catholic parties, which are backed by extremist 
elements in the Vatican and the Papal media. 

To make some progress along what he hopes will be 
the road to power at the next general election ten 
months away, Berlusconi was even prepared to compro- 
mise with Bossi, whose withdrawal from Berlusconi’s 
coalition government, which preceded the current 
Socialist administration, led to its collapse. 

The Freedom Alliance won a majority in nine of the 16 
regions in which elections took place, with the left win- 
ning in seven, amid a 30% average abstention rate. The 
elections were held under Italy’s proportional represen- 
tation system, which allows a large number of small par- 
ties to gain representation and means the larger parties 
have to enter alliances to form a government. 

Italian democrats were hoping to change the voting 
system in a referendum at the end of last month. Not 
surprisingly Berlusconi opposed any move away from 
strict proportional representation and brought the full 
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weight of his media empire into play in the referendum 
campaign. 

The overall percentages the parties polled in the 
regional elections were not very different to those in 
1996, with the left and the right, excluding Bossi, each 
holding between 40% and 45% of the vote. It is the pres- 
ence of Bossi in the broad alliance of the right that now 
tips the scales in Berlusconi's favour. 

However because Forza Italia lost around 300,000 to 
the left compared to 1996, the new alliance has been left 
increasingly dependent politically on the far-right 
extremists, Rauti and Tilgher. 

In Abruzzo and Lazio the Freedom Alliance won by a 
margin of less than 3% of the vote. The largest vote in 
Lazio, the region around Rome, went to the National 
Alliance under the local leadership of Francesco Storace, 
an admirer of Fiore, the self-proclaimed fascist. 

Berlusconi has invested huge sums of money in his 
political ambitions. His huge fortune is built upon a 
wide range of investments and multinational enter- 
prises, the jewel of which is his international media 
empire. 

Despite being convicted in Italy for his illicit ways of 
doing business, he has bounced back to the political 
centre stage. His Forza Italia party has control of the four 
northern regions of the country, which produce half of 
Italy’s gross domestic product from their modern indus- 
trial base and have close economic links to Serbia. 

The Freedom Alliance is a fusion of fascists, anti-abor- 
tionists, anti-immigrant and anti-refugee groups, anti- 
semitic elements and groups linked to far-right terror- 
ism either at the present time or in the recent past, and 
its policies reflect its make-up. The results it achieved 
have put it on course to topple Italy’s centre-left govern- 
ment at the general election, signalling the return of 
Berlusconi as Prime Minister. 

Who says so? Berlusconi’s media empire of course, 
and when he is not conspiring with his far-right allies, he 
is currying favour with influential people. For example 
in the run-up to the regional elections he played host on 
an ocean-going luxury vessel cruising Italy’s long coast- 
line for seven days at a cost of £2 million. He declares 
himself the friend of Italian big business on the one 
hand, and consorts with people who have tried to bomb 
Italian democracy into oblivion on the other, whatever 
suits his purpose at the time. 

On one day he sits with Freedom Alliance members 
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who openly abuse Jews and the next he is in Israel shed- 
ding crocodile tears at a Holocaust Memorial. Word has 
it that he is trying to win control of an Israeli television 
channel for which it is rumoured the previous Israeli 
government favoured his bid. One wonders how the 
Israeli government justifies associating with the leader 
of a party that lined up with Fini’s fascists in the Italian 
parliament to oppose the institution of a day to remem- 
ber the Holocaust. 

These days Berlusconi prefers to look north and 
places his hopes on following the success of anti-refugee 
and anti-immigrant parties, such as Christoph Blocher’s 
Swiss People’s Party and Jorg Haider’s Austrian Freedom 
Party. Although Berlusconi publicly supports the 
European Union’s sanctions against Austria, three 
months ago officials of his party conducted secret nego- 
tiations to set up economic and financial ties with 
Carinthia, the Austrian region of which Haider is 
Governor. 

The resignation of the Socialist Prime Minister, 
Massimo D’Alema, despite pleas from Italy’s President 
for him to remain, was a blow to democracy. Luckily the 
Socialist Treasury Minister, Giuliano Amato, himself a 
former Prime Minister, stepped into the breach. The fact 
that the present Italian government has staved off 
numerous attacks from the right and stayed in power for 
longer than most other administrations in postwar Italy 
is a hopeful sign. 

Berlusconi's attempt to move Italy to the right is aided 
and abetted by right-wing elements in the Vatican who 
oppose abortion not only because Roman Catholicism 
deems it to be a sin but because of a fear that fewer 
Italian births coupled with immigration of foreigners, 
often Muslims, will dilute the purity of the Italian people. 

Berlusconi's media empire is naturally firmly against 
refugees and asylum seekers entering Italy. Yet last year 
70% of Italians voted in favour of allowing refugees into 
the country because they are benefiting an economy 
that currently suffers from labour shortages and help 
regenerate depressed areas. Villages in the south that 
have been abandoned for lack of people are now open- 
ing up again populated by refugees. 

Fini, who thought he had seen the last of Berlusconi in 
parliamentary terms, has been put back into the posi- 
tion of having to share power in the united front. Fini has 
recently somewhat improved his bad image with the 
hard right as the betrayer of Mussolini’s fascism and has 
apparently been handed back the mantle of heir to the 
old ideas. 

Far-right terror is rearing its head again, with assassi- 
nations, bombings and growing disorder, and Fiore’s 
burgeoning political and business empires are going 
some way to destabilising the nation at the bidding of 
the old Christian Democrat power brokers, who now sit 
in the shadows. But despite a number of years of pro- 
gressive government, senior police officers, judges and 
magistrates remain reluctant to push too hard against 
the conspirators and fixers of the now defunct Christian 
Democrats and the Mafia. 

This was exemplified recently by the acquittal of 
Giulio Andreotti, the former Christian Democrat leader, 
for plotting the murder of a journalist, and what 


Early days. Berlusconi (centre), with 
old pals Bossi (right) and Fini 


amounts to the closing of the inquiry into the murder of 
Prime Minister Aldo Moro at the height of the strategy of 
tension, which beset Italy between the 1960s and the 
1980s. The slow progress in the case against Fiore over 
his Hammerskins organisation, and the tolerance of the 
manipulation of MPs by Fiore and his colleagues are fur- 
ther evidence of the weakness of the elected govern- 
ment. Such avoidance of firm action could cost Italy’s 
fragile democracy dear in the coming months. 

Fiore put on an international political conference in 
Bologna on 13 May, but despite his high profile many 
far-right leaders and activists in Italy and abroad still 
suspect him of being a state asset. He therefore remains 
outside Berlusconi's new alliance, while other notorious 
fascists with past links to terrorist groups have been 
allowed to join. 

The word on the lips of most right-wingers at the 
moment is devolution. While some Italian fascists view 
any break-up of the country as an insult to the Italian 
state and people, the majority believe that the four rich- 
est regions could go it alone and cut the poorer south 
adrift. Italians opposing such moves and refugees and 
immigrants living in the North could expect to be men- 
aced by Bossi’s henchman, who believe that tattooing a 
number on the feet of immigrants would be a good way 
to keep track of them. Memories of death camps and tat- 
tooed arms abound. 


immigrant workers terrorised 


It is no surprise to find thugs from Roberto Fiore’s fascist Forza 
Nuova acting as the boot-boys and torturers for repressive 
employers of immigrant labour in Italy. 

In London it was Fiore’s tenants who suffered; in Italy it is far 
worse. At the end of March an Albanian subcontract building 
worker, lon Cazacu, had the audacity to ask the building site boss 
for his day’s wages. For this he was knocked to the ground, had 
petrol poured over him and was set on fire. 

The CGIL trade union organised a leafleting session in 
Gallarate, near Milan, where the attack took place. Six trade 
unionists were attacked by a gang of skinheads leafleting in 
support of the employer. 

A week earlier, six nazi skins had petrol bombed a makeshift 
cabin under a bridge in Rome being used by homeless persons. It 
was only the intervention of passers-by that saved the four 
occupants from certain death. 

In both cases the skinheads arrested were found to be 
members of Forza Nuova. 

In the town of Eboli, immortalised by the writer and Auschwitz 
survivor Primo Levi, opponents of fascism and the right have 
drawn up a “Manifesto of Eboli”, which attacks the Mafia and 
anti-refugee and immigrant policies and calls for a fair 
employment deal. The document was immediately attacked by 
Umberto Bossi, leader of the Northern League, on the grounds 
that discrimination should be a legal right. 

In April the Italian anti-terrorist squad, DIGOS, arrested two 
Northern League activists for a series of bombings that went 
under the title “Operation Fenice” in Milan in 1998. The Northern 
League threatened to take legal action against the Italian 
television station RAI because it broke the story in the week 
before the regional elections. 
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VERYTHING IN Austria is OK. This is the message 

from the Chancellor down to the lowliest newspa- 

per letter writers who do not understand the 
European Union’s measures against their country. 
Austria is indeed a land of tolerance. But the question is 
tolerance of whom and of what? 

One look in Austria’s largest newspaper, the Neue 
Kronenzeitung (NKZ), read daily by 42% of all Austrians, 
is sufficient to lead one to the conclusion that this really 
is the “Island of the Blessed”. 

Richard Nimmerrichter, who has for several decades 
published a daily column in the NKZ under the pseudo- 
nym “Staberl”, repeats, like a mantra, that “happily we 
have no radical right-wing party”. Invariably and almost 
always in the same words, he hammers his readers with 
his attempted irony: “But we are a country of xeno- 
phobes, nazis and antisemites because here too, after 30 
years of virtual one-party domination [not entirely accu- 
rate] political change has come about”. 

Staberl continues: “We have never persecuted asy- 
lum-seekers here”, which of course is what the readers of 
NKZ like to think, but bears little relation to reality. 
According to a recent report from Amnesty 
International, racist attacks by the police are the order of 
the day and skinheads beat up foreigners. 

The “house poet” of the NKZ , who signs his “poems” 
Wolf Martin, and who with remarkable regularity dis- 
plays extreme-right sentiments, managed after the latest 
elections to point the finger yet again at “the anti-fas- 
cists” and to connect them with Auschwitz: “Anti-fascists 
love to lie, they’re falsifiers and blind in the left eye. 
That's dawning on this land, it seems, which isn’t daft, by 
any means. What lurks within a schoolboy’s brain, one 
day trickles out again.” 

Martin falsely accuses Austrian Jews of describing 
Austria as a nazi state, in an attempt to denigrate gen- 
uine criticism. As so often before, the NKZ turns victim 
into culprit. Jews are defamed and degraded as “vilely 
feeding on Haider”, presenting Jews as cannibals and 
alluding to the ancient ritual murder libel, which was 
raised again in late 1997 by a conservative Catholic writ- 
ing in the Vienna weekly, Zur Zeit, which supports Jorg 
Haider's Austrian Freedom Party (FPO). 

Such accusations feature regularly in the NKZ, which 
is 50% owned by Hans Dichand, who wrote in 1986: “... 
So we're left, as in the past, with two manifestations of 
cannibalism: endocannibalism (the devouring of mem- 
bers of the same tribe) and exocannibalism (against 
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other tribes). In certain cases, such as over Waldheim, 
endo- and exocannibalism appear simultaneously, 
under the slogan, so to speak, ‘Cannibals of the World, 
Unite!’ In this way, between New York, Vienna and Tel 
Aviv extraordinary events took place.” Dichand is here 
accusing Jews (particularly the World Jewish Congress) 
of cannibalism and hypothesises a left/Jewish world 
conspiracy. 

Martin expounds on this theory. Although, like other 
writers in the NKZ, he often complains about Haider's 
exclusion, he quite happily excludes the Austrian Jews. 
Making sweeping accusations of sharp business prac- 
tices and opportunism, he claims Jews only stay in 
Austria because “life is so much sweeter” than in “the 
blessed Holy Land”, as he cynically calls Israel. In Austria 
this is also seen as an attack on Ariel Muzicant, a prop- 
erty dealer and president of the religious community. 
The editors of NKZ do not regard such views as antise- 
mitic, but the Austrian Press Council recently con- 
demned Martin for “damaging the standing of the 
press”. 

As early as 1987 Peter Musyl, then General Secretary of 
the Catholic Press Agency, wrote: “This is Austria’s real 
shame, that all this can happen without the allegedly 
non-antisemitic majority of the Austrian people unani- 
mously coming to the support of their terrorised, ver- 
bally abused and spat-upon Jewish fellow citizens; that 
not one politician who may have played his grubby role 
in this affair has been shown the door; that not one 
newspaper that rides the wave of antisemitism need fear 
a reader boycott or a fall in sales; that in this country 
subtle, even open, antisemitism is socially acceptable; 
that at best it is made light of, doubted, swept under the 
carpet or disputed.” 

Yet Dichand gets away with it. The Viennese weekly 
magazine Format reported in March: “The Austrian 
media baron Hans Dichand may soon fulfil a long-held 
wish, to visit the Holy City. Dichand not only possesses 
an official invitation from Teddy Kollek, Mayor of 
Jerusalem and Honorary President of the Jerusalem 
Foundation, but also carries a generous gift in his lug- 
gage: he is donating two million schillings [£87,000] for a 
sculpture in the Jerusalem Zoo.” 

With such an invitation in his hand, Dichand is unin- 
hibited. He praises the new government, only then to 
reprimand it. “The way they eat humble pie is depress- 
ing, their dealings with tax revenues careless. In no time, 
one is regretting the decision to shell out billions on for- 
mer forced labourers without there having been the 
slightest whisper of assent to it. What have Austrians, 
today’s taxpayers, got to do with the fact that a criminal 
government once imprisoned people and forced them 
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Anti-fascists 
protest against 
Haider in the 
‘Island of the 
Blessed’ 


to work in industry or on the land? But one allows one- 
self to be blackmailed, political masochism is the thing 
today. Out of the government's existential uncertainty 
has grown, for the first time since 1945, a servility 
towards foreigners.” 

If Dichand is highly regarded as a partner in talks with 
all the leading Austrian politicians (including the 
Greens) and for the sake of two million schillings is pro- 
nounced kosher by the Jerusalem Foundation, no won- 
der that a conservative governing party, which has since 
1945 repeatedly used antisemitism as a political tool, 
allies itself to an extreme right-wing party. But pause a 
moment! Right-wing extremism need not necessarily be 
antisemitic, according to the gentlemen of the Privy 
Council, Haider has never made an antisemitic remark. 
How can anyone accuse this party of antisemitism when 
its representative in the European Parliament is the Jew 
Peter Sichrovsky? 

At the beginning of March, this representative of 
Austria gave an interview to the Slovenian newspaper 
Delo. Asked about Muzicant, Sichrovsky’s verdict was: 
“Forgive me, but he is an idiot. He is very intelligent, but 
nevertheless an idiot. Feel free to write it. This is an 
aggressive, angry man, enormously mean and getting 
enormously rich. I cannot understand how such a hate- 
filled person can be the leader of a community. It is 
much the same with that Rabbi [Chief Rabbi Paul Chaim 
Eisenberg] who as their religious leader should be pro- 
tecting all members of the religious community but 
instead gets himself continually into political hot water 
... Immediately after Haider’s election, the Jewish com- 
munity called a press conference at which they declared 
that Nazism was raising its head again and they would 
have to start hiding themselves again.” 

Sichrovsky’s statements encountered almost no reac- 
tion in Austria. “It is noticeable that the FPO dispatches 
the Jew Sichrovsky to launch the gravest antisemitic 
attacks against the Jewish community since 1945,” 
Muzicant declared. “It is even more noticeable that in 
any other European country a politician who made such 
statements would be hounded from office. For the 
media and politicians in Austria, brutal antisemitism is 
regarded as a trivial offence.” 

As so often before, Sichrovsky is not telling the truth. 
At a press conference Muzicant produced a thick file of 
antisemitic hate mail sent to Jewish community organi- 
sations and Jewish personalities during the FPO’s elec- 
tion campaign. 

The quarrel between the Jewish community and the 
FPO is increasingly conducted in the courts. Haider 
attacked Muzicant for accusing him of antisemitism 
during an interview. Muzicant pleaded justification, 
stating at a press briefing that “Haider makes no direct 
antisemitic remarks — he uses codes and signs that 
everyone understands”. The former head of the FPO and 
other party officials, according to Muzicant, “make state- 
ments, withdraw them, make half-hearted apologies 
and immediately the suggestions and statements are 
repeated in other places”. The trivialisation of threaten- 
ing letters and attacks on Jews during the recent election 
campaign in Vienna is part of this process. Haider 
instructed his attorney, the present Minister of Justice 
Dieter B6éhmdorfer, to prosecute Muzicant after 
Muzicant late last year described Haider's claims on this 
subject as, “snotty, rude and antisemitic”. 

Haider described the reaction of Israeli politicians to 
the FPO’s victory as “hysterical acts that damage Jewish 
citizens across Europe”. He went on, “Enough people 
exist now who say ‘we know now why there is anti- 
semitism..” 

But we must not repeat the mistakes of many journal- 
ists who try to reduce all problems to one of Haider as a 
person, or euphemistically to belittle the phenomenon 
of Haider and the FPO as right-wing populism. Haider, 
who has been making “revisionist” historical observa- 
tions for many decades is not alone. 
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For example, there is Andreas M@lzer, Haider's cultural 
affairs adviser in Carinthia and editor-in-chief and 
founder of Zur Zeit, which also works closely with the 
German NPD youth publication, Junge Freiheit. At the 
beginning of June 1999, Zur Zeit published an article by 
Hans Gamlich which explicitly denied the Holocaust 
and stated, among other things, “The myth of the six 
million was institutionalised at the greatest show trial of 
all time, in Nuremberg.” Following a parliamentary 
question from the Greens, legal proceedings were com- 
menced under the law banning National Socialism, 
which makes the denial of Nazi genocide a crime. Asked 
about this, Haider said, “The law should rather concern 
itself with child abuse than with such peripheral issues”. 
Only three months later, Haider halfheartedly apolo- 
gised, while signalling to his supporters that it was all a 
matter of the sensitivity of the victims of National 
Socialism who for tactical reasons had to be pacified. 

Zur Zeit dedicated a whole issue to foreign criticism of 
the coalition between the FPO and the conservative 
Austrian People’s Party (OVP). Right from the start, the 
“background” to the current campaign was “explained”: 
“the old hatred of the Germans, being offloaded on to lit- 
tle Austria, and a Jewish-Israeli desire for a bogeyman in 
order to legitimise further financial demands”. In 
another issue a reader's letter declared: “Few apart from 
him [the journalist Kurt Diemann] dare to address the 
world domination of Jewry and its extended arm, 
Freemasonry. The Jewish seizure of power under capital- 
ism and Bolshevism undoubtedly brought with it almost 
a century of civil war in Europe, under which there was 
nothing to choose between the alternatives, Hitler on 
one side, and a communism not dominated by Jews, 
such as Stalin’s or Red China, on the other”. 

Molzer also regularly has articles published in the 
NkKZ and in the highly-regarded conservative Die Presse, 
which belongs to a publishing house owned by the 
Catholic Church. In an article in Die Presse in February, 
he attacked the Archive of the Austrian Resistance in 
Vienna, because it had passed some examples of dam- 
aging statements by leading FPO functionaries to the 
European Union Observatory on Racism and 
Xenophobia. Mélzer compared the work of the Archive 
and the Observatory with that of Robespierre and the 
Committee of Public Safety in the French Revolution 
and claimed that the Archive was not documenting real- 
ity, but “running a production line to manufacture nazis 
in order to milk the whole world”. 

Chancellor Wolfgang Schiissel and Foreign Minister 
Benita Ferrero-Waldner are forever asking the govern- 
ment to temper its statements. What they fail to under- 
stand is that no other country tolerates the participation 
of extreme right-wing parties in government, in which 
“belches” and “slips of the tongue” are the order of the 
day. But in Austria, antisemitism and revisionism are not 
only tolerated, but are socially acceptable and have free 
rein in the mass media. Almost no politician is prepared 
to condemn openly racist, xenophobic and antisemitic 
articles in the media. 

The year may not be 1938, and Haider is not Hitler, but 
words similar to those heard in Austria today once led to 
mass murder. They cannot be swept under the carpet. 
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A lone wolf in sheep’s clothing 
The price of anti-immigrant politics 


By Devin Burghart 


ing, blue-collar city in the heart of the American 

rust belt. It is a community slowly rebounding 
from the decline of the steel industry in the Reagan 
years. Today, it has to work hard to overcome the legacy 
of the latest white nationalist “lone wolf” attack. 

On 28 April a shooting rampage that covered more 
than 20 miles around suburban Pittsburgh took the 
lives of five people: a Jewish woman who lived next 
door to the alleged killer, an Indian man at a grocery 
store, two Asian men in a Chinese restaurant and a 
black man at a karate school. Another Indian man 
remains in critical condition after being shot. Bullets 
were also fired through the doors of two synagogues — 
one of the synagogues was spraypainted with two red 
swastikas and the word “Jew”. 

In this case, there has been little doubt about motive. 
“Anybody who wants to guess whether it would be a 
hate-related crime, I guess these would be people who 
would look at the Empire State Building to determine if 
it was a skyscraper,’ coroner Cyril Wecht told the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. What has confounded many is 
the background of the perpetrator. 

The shootings were not the work of an unemployed 
steelworker whose job went south thanks to the North 
American Free Trade Agreement, or an uneducated 
“hillbilly” from the backwoods of Appalachia. The 
alleged killer, Richard Baumhammers, looked very little 
like the stereotypical image of perpetrators of white 
nationalist violence. 

Baumhammers’s resumé reads more like that of 
Oscar Yeager, the fictional character in William Pierce’s 
pulp novel Hunter. Yeager was the middle-class engi- 
neer and computer scientist turned white nationalist 
“lone wolf” assassin. Baumhammers was an attorney 
with an advanced degree in transnational business 
practice, specialising in immigration and international 
law. They were roughly the same age (Baumhammers, 
34; Yeager, 40). And they also shared a hatred of immi- 
grants and Jews. 

Unbeknown to many, Baumhammers already had a 
history of antisemitic violence, although not in the 
United States. He was arrested on 21 October 1999 in 
Paris, France, after punching a woman he thought was 
Jewish. He spent the night in a Paris jail and was later 
released. 

When asked about the recent events in Pittsburgh, 
Floyd Cochran, former Aryan Nations member turned 
ardent Pennsylvania anti-racist activist, explained. “I, 
unfortunately, wasn’t surprised. This is just the tip of 
the iceberg ... there are 40 hate groups active here in 
the state. No one should be surprised.” Other recent 
events include the shooting of an anti-racist skinhead 
by a National Alliance leader in February, and contin- 
ued Ku Klux Klan activity. 

It is uncertain whether Baumhammers was officially 
involved with any of the 40 other white nationalist 
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organisations active in Pennsylvania. In many ways 
that is a distinction without a difference. Not only did 
he share their white nationalist beliefs, his anti-immi- 
grant sentiments on the Internet attracted the atten- 
tion of at least one prominent American white nation- 
alist group. 

Unlike the character in Hunter, who was not a “polit- 
ical creature” and “didn't have the stomach’ for politics, 
Baumhammers had fancied himself as a more political 
person. Baumhammers was the “party chairman” of a 
self-designed group called the “Free Market Party”, 
which was “dedicated to the concerns of European- 
Americans” and designed to “work for the interest of 
the American Majority”. 

Among the party “Objectives” were several white 
nationalist standards, including, “End to Third World 
Immigration”, “An End to Affirmative Action” and 
“English Official Language”. His website lamented, 
“European immigration has been practically elimi- 
nated ... Traditional Americans will live in isolated sub- 
urbs outnumbered by third world immigrants.” He 
went on to blast current immigration policies, stating, 
“whites are destined to be a true minority ... The 
descendants of the people that made this nation great 
are losing a foothold on this nation.” 

Although his website received so few visitors that 
Baumhammers closed it in September 1999, the rheto- 
ric found there was so appealing that the Council of 
Conservative Citizens (a group familiar to regular read- 
ers of the Stateside column) decided to link its website 
to www.freemarketparty.com. In the end, like Pierce's 
Yeager character, Baumhammers decided that 
methodical, cold-blooded murder of selected targets 
was his means of white nationalist expression. 

After allegedly shooting his Jewish neighbour and 
fire-bombing her house during the afternoon of 28 
April, Baumhammers reportedly calmly drove to sev- 
eral different locations, stepped out of his dark sport 
utility vehicle, fired his Smith & Wesson 357 Magnum 
revolver, and drove off. When police stopped him, they 
found his gun, ammunition, two Molotov cocktails and 
a can of red spraypaint in his vehicle. 

Baumhammers now faces a multitude of charges 
that include homicide, attempted homicide, aggra- 
vated assault, arson, ethnic intimidation, reckless 
endangerment and weapons violations. His attorneys 
are attempting to have him ruled incompetent to stand 
trial, because he is delusional and unable to assist his 
defence attorney at trial. 

Pittsburgh is not the only US city grappling with the 
issue of racially motivated violence. Numerous cities in 
Illinois and Indiana are currently preparing events to 
mark last July’s shooting spree. Others have used this 
latest killing spree to urge Congress to pass the Hate 
Crimes Prevention Act, designed to strengthen federal 
hate crimes laws, before these “lone wolves” become a 
bloodthirsty pack. 


Searchlight June 2000 34 








Devin Burghart is 
the director of 
the Building 
Democracy 
Initiative of 
Center for New 
Community. 


From the penves 


SEARCHLIGHT | 


ee ee et oe 





| “SEARCHLIGHT i. hom 
of darkness 


=}. For the first time in the 
i recent history of the far right 
5.5 ‘— = Its history since the 
¥ | {= devastating series of splits 
~~ which tore the National Front 
apart ten years ago - British 
National Party leader John 
Tyndall finds himself In a 
we x position where he Is 
genuinely challenging what Is 
left of the National Front for 
FRANCE’S SHAME _ the title of largest and most 
NAZI OUTRAGES SPREAD AGROSS THE NATION Influential party on the 
extreme right. It has been a 
long and uphill battle In 
which, at times, It looked as If the BNP was doomed to 
extinction. But exploiting the continuing debilitation of the 
various claimants to the NF mantle, and the modest political 
opportunities which have come his way, Tyndall has achieved 
what five years ago few would have thought possible. 
Tyndall’s advances, especially over the last three years, 
have essentially been based upon a return to tried and tested 
methods of the past. All experiments with radical variants of 
fascism and national socialism have been abandoned In favour 
of what Tyndall knows and does best. That has meant a return 
to the themes and methods of the Greater Britain Movement, 
which preceded Tyndall’s Involvement In the National Front. 
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Irving in denial 
























"It began in 1963 when 

» agents of Searchlight raided my home 
and were caught red-handed in this criminal 

attempt. Ever since then that publication has 

tweaked at my tail with a stream of 

defamatory articles: a 37-year onslaught, 

to which I, as a good Christian, 
turn the other cheek." 
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